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HISTORY OF THE POINSETTIA

One of the Morattico Baptist traditions that
I truly enjoy is the greening of the church.
The greening of Morattico Baptist Church
involves transforming the sanctuary into a
Christmas “feast for our eyes.” Garland
and wreaths, window arrangements and
bows, and of course, the Chrismon tree and
Advent Candle, all combine to make our
sanctuary a beautiful place to be during the
Christmas season. It becomes a rich
combination of festive, contemplative and
reverent during a season in the Christian
life that is also a combination of these. The
process of greening the church will take
multiple days, and we will be doing the
greening on December 4th at 9 am. The first
Sunday of Advent is November 28th and we
will be lighting the first candle at worship!

What is the story behind those distinctive
plants that pop up everywhere between
Thanksgiving and Christmas? The story
behind the poinsettia is rich in history and lore.

What brings the decorations and greenery
together into perfect harmony are the many
poinsettias that find their way into the
pulpit. Each year we place between twenty
and thirty poinsettias in the sanctuary for
our Christmas season.
Continued on page 2

The vibrant plants are native to the rocky
canyons of Guatemala and Mexico. Cultivated
by the Mayans and Aztecs, they were valued
for the red bracts (a leaf borne on a floral
axis) as a colorful, reddish-purple fabric dye
and the sap for its many medicinal properties.
Decorating with poinsettias was initially a
Pagan tradition, enjoyed during annual midwinter celebrations. Initially, the tradition
was frowned upon, but was officially
approved by the early church around 600 AD.
Joel Robert Poinsett the nation’s first
ambassador to Mexico, introduced poinsettias
to the United States around 1827. As it grew
in popularity, it was eventually named after
Poinsett, who had a long and honored career
as a congressman and a founder of the
Smithsonian Institution.
Continued on page 2
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Ken Bransford
Charles Carlson
Gail Dawson
Eleanor Delano
Dan Ficklin
Bill Fletcher
John Gilbert
Linwood Gresham
Marbary and Virginia Harcum
Amy James
Holly Whaley King
Kim Mann
Michelle Metzler *
James Newton
Richard and Rosie Pruett
Sandra Scripture
William Scott Smith
Fran Stout
Patsy Sylvia
Margaret Welch
Those who are alone during the holidays
Men and women in uniform

Please note when you add someone to our prayer
list, please provide their address so we may send
them a card.
* address needed
Prayer list contact
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817

3
4
13
14
15
19
27
29
30

Ronnie Dodson
Joe Souders
Carolyn Whay
Rosie Pruitt
John Mann
Margaret Welch
Lisa Holcomb
Nick Nonnemacker
Nathaniel Barnes

The beauty of the green stems and bright red
leaves combine perfectly with the greenery
around the building. It is a sight that
immediately moves my spirit into the
celebration our Savior’s birth. For me, it is a
feeling of peace and completion. Peace, I
find in the birth story and completion in the
final prophesy of God being fulfilled in a
child, wrapped in strips of cloth and sleeping
peacefully in a manger. Our God is an
amazing God and the Christmas season is
proof of His steadfast love for us.
My prayer is for you and your family to have
a Christmas season that is blessed with good
health, family time and a true sense of God’s
presence in your life. Merry Christmas and
may God richly bless you during this Holy
Season!
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Poinsettias are the highest selling potted
flowering plant in the United States, with
Easter lilies being a distant second. It is
estimated that over 34 million poinsettias are
sold each year.
December 12th is National Poinsettia Day!
Never heard of it? Believe it or not, the
United States has observed this official day
since the mid 1800s, as it honors the man and
the plant he introduced. Joel Poinsett died on
December 12, 1851.

Caring for Your Christmas Poinsettia

MEET THE MEMBER:
David and Connie Hudnall both grew up
in the Northern Neck”. David is a life
long farmer. Connie is a Registered
Nurse at Rappahannock General Hospital.
Proudly they mention that they have five
children and 11 grandchildren.
David, has earned the title “Grill Master”
at Morattico Baptist Church. He has
wonderful grilling skills and has been
grilling for our church picnics for years.
The Hudnalls have been attending MBC
for years and love their church family!!
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And so it was that while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered.
7
And she brought forth her firstborn Son,
and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes
and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.
8
And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.
Luke 2:6-8
21st Century King James Version

Many ask what they need to do when they take
their Christmas poinsettia(s) home after the
Christmas services? Here are a few tips to keep
your plant blooming longer and perhaps even
reblooming next year.
Poinsettias require the right amount of light, water
and temperature in order to thrive. A little care will
ensure that these beautiful plants continue to bring
beauty to your home for many months.
Care During the Holiday Season
Light: 6-8 hours of Indirect light
Poinsettias should receive at least 6 hours of
bright, indirect sunlight each day. The word
indirect is the operative word. Do not place you
plant in a south facing window that will receive
direct sun. Poinsettias like dappled shade for 6 to 8
hours while blooming. You can place them near a
sunny window, but do not expose the plants to
cold drafts or extended direct sunlight.
Temperature: Between 65-75 ͦ, No drafts
For continual bloom of your poinsettia, the plant
needs day temperatures between 65-75 F
ͦ . In
addition, lowering your room temperature at night
is even better. But don’t let the temperature drop
the below 60 F
ͦ . If the plant does get too cold, the
leaves will drop.
Water: Moist, but not wet
This is probably the most important part of caring
for the poinsettia. Too much water and the plant
will suffer root-rot indicated by yellow leaves. Too
little water and the plant will dry out and the
leaves droop. Once that happens, there is no
rescue. First, remove the plants from the festive
foil sleeve and place a plate below the pot. Water
poinsettias when the surface of the soil feels dry.
Let the water runs through the soil to the
drainage holes in the bottom of the pot. Make
sure the plant is not sitting in water.
If you have successfully cared for you poinsettia,
you should be able to enjoy your beautiful
poinsettias through the holiday season.
Continued on page 4

Caring for Your Christmas Poinsettia
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Care Beyond the Holiday Season
January-April: Routine care continues
Continue your normal watering routine until
spring (or first of April), then allow the soil to
dry out gradually until around the middle of
April or early May.
NOTE: Many people consider this the point the
end point and discard their plants. That’s ok. But
if you do decide to venture further, the care is
fairly simple until October and the plant will
add lots of green foliage to your shade gardens
through the summer months. Once the plant gets
‘leggy’, cut the stems back to about 4 inches
above the soil. It is best to leave one to three
leaves on each stem to encourage new growth.
Water thoroughly and then put the plant back in
a bright space free from cold drafts. Fertilize
the plant every two weeks with an all-purpose
houseplant fertilizer. You should see new
growth in a couple of weeks.
May-September: Outside for the summer
Once the night temperature remains above 60 F
ͦ,
place the pot in a sheltered area of your garden
that receives dappled shade most of the day or
on a protected porch.
Water only when the surface of the soil is dry to
the touch. Minimally prune the plant towards
the first part of September by trimming two to
three inches (5-7.6 cm.) to promote side
branching and improve the overall shape of the
plant. Allowing 3 or 4 leaves to remain on each
branch.
October-November: Inside for the Holidays
By this time, it should be getting cool enough
outside, 55-60 F. or 12-15 C., to warrant
bringing the plant indoors near a sunny window.
Your poinsettia, if all has gone well and the
plant is healthy, has become beautiful green and
full foliage.
Continued right

Continued from left
Now what follows is really for those up to
the challenge (I have failed several times at
this phase). So, I’ll wish you good luck at
this point.
Begin keeping your poinsettia in complete
darkness for about 12-14 hours from the first
part of October until Thanksgiving (8 to 10week period). Place the plant in a closet or
cover with a large box every evening.
By Thanksgiving stop the dark period
altogether and place the plant in its favorite
spot near a bright window (no drafts). At
Christmas your blooming poinsettia will be
the centerpiece of holiday décor.
Disclaimer: There is no guarantee that your
poinsettia will bloom again even with the
best care. Most likely you will have several
small red bracts covering the plane instead
of the large red blooms (bracts). Consider
this a success since the plant really is pretty
when covered with the small red bracts.
~Anita Hart
Flower Committee

The Flower Committee wishes
everyone a beautiful Christmas!

Poinsettia Dedications 2021
In Memory of:
Ron Herring by Linda Herring
My parents by Brenda Crowther
Fred H. Swaffin III by Charlotte Swaffin
Dennis L. Hart by Anita Hart
Our parents by Page and Charles Carlson
Jeanne Luttrell and Nell Brothers by Page and Charles Carlson
Elzie & Betty Harcum and all those who have gone on by Ewell (Curly) Harcum
Karen Barnes by Ginny and Brian Barnes
Melvin and Virginia Pitman by Ginny and Brian Barnes
Craig Smith by Janet and the children
Wayland D. & Nancy H. Carter, Edward & Josephine Dodson by Debbie and Ronnie Dodson
John Carter Gordon by Debbie & Ronnie Dodson
Asa and Helen Pittman by Timmy and Kathy Pittman
David Haynie by Timmy and Kathy Pittman
James Albert Fisher by Roxy Fisher
Eva Jones Fisher by Roxy Fisher
Ann Fisher by Roxy Fisher
Lamar Love and Dwanda Love by Chris and Jeems Love
Walter Abbott by Richard and Jan Abbott
Mary Simmons by Richard and Jan Abbott
Hap Jones by Richard and Jan Abbott
Ron Herring by the Nonnemaker family
Fred Swaffin and Joseph Nonnemaker by the Nonnemaker family
Carol Sullivan by Kelly Sullivan and Steven French
Bubba French by Kelly Sullivan and Steven French
Our Parents by Carol and Ed Kratt

In Honor of:
Charlotte Swaffin and Mary Anne Nonnemaker by the Nonnemaker family
Our newest deacons Ginny Barnes and David Humphreys by the Nonnemaker family
Debbie Dodson for her wonderful talents at the piano by Stephanie and Ronald Hudson
Our children and grandchildren by Carol and Ed Kratt

Weekly events:
Sunday:

10 am

Sunday Service

Thursday:

7 pm

Facebook Bible Study

Special events/music:
4th
24th

Greening of the church (9am)
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service (7pm)

Calendar events:
Nov. 28
Dec. 5
Dec. 12
Dec. 19
Dec. 26

First Sunday of Advent
“Hope”
Second Sunday of Advent
“Preparation”
Third Sunday of Advent
“Joy”
Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Love”
“New Beginning”

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church
newsletter is owned and operated by YOU.
We want your input. If you have ideas,
suggestions, family news, articles or photos,
submit them to
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441.
Each month the newsletter has a theme.
The theme for the following month will be
noted in each newsletter to give you time to
prepare a submission if you wish.

Deadline:
10 of each month
th

Theme for January:
The Twelve Days of Christmas

WAIT
DON’T TAKE THOSE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
DOWN UNTIL YOU GET YOUR JANUARY
NEWSLETTER!

Morattico Baptist Church
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor
924 Morattico Church Road
Post Office Box 228
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
phone: 804-577-3043
e-mail: pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org
website: moratticobaptistchurch.org
Facebook: The Morattico Baptist Church

