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There are few things more heartbreaking 
than a hungry child.  Many years ago, when 
I was a banker, I became involved with 
what was then, the Northern Neck Food 
Bank, now the Healthy Harvest Food Bank.  
I participated in fundraisers and helped 
collect canned goods.  It was a small effort 
on my part, but it was a fulfilling and 
meaningful experience.  Many years later as 
a youth leader, it has been my pleasure to 
organize our youth to pick corn for the food 
bank. 

 

By God’s grace, I never knew hunger as a 
child.  We didn’t have much, but my parents 
made sure that we always had food on the 
table.  I know that was because both of 
them experienced the gnawing angst of 
hunger when they were children.  Their 
childhood left an indelible mark on them 
and their stories made an impression on me.  
As blessed as we are in this nation, the 
thought of anyone not having enough to eat 
is hard for me to understand.  But, it is, 
unfortunately true.   

Continued on page 4 

 
1.  

Morattico Baptist Church is proud to partner 
with the Healthy Harvest Food Bank (HHFB) 
to help carry out their mission:  “to provide 
hope in the communities we serve through 
the right food and education”.  HHFB 
believes that “everyone deserves access to 
healthy nutritious food and that education is 
essential to long-term systemic change”. 
 

Each year, in collaboration with local farmer, 
Craig Giese and Northern Neck Christian 
Youth, MBC helps picks hundreds of pounds 
of fresh sweet corn.  This donation helps the 
food bank with their goal of providing each 
client with at least 40% fresh produce 
monthly.  In addition to this hands on project, 
several times a year, MBC reaches out to its 
members and friends for donations in the form 
of “cans or cash”.  The next opportunity to 
help is Sunday, October 3rd. 
 

In the last year, HHFB has distributed 493,252 
pounds of food and 418,010 meals to clients in 

Continued on page 2 



 

 
 

                   
 
 

In August, the Northern Neck Christian Youth and Morattico Baptist Church picked 
12,256 pounds of corn that were taken to the Health Harvest Food Bank to help supply 
their goal of 40% fresh produce monthly to each household they serve as well as trade 

with other organizations for canned goods. 

Healthy Harvest Food Bank 
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Lancaster County alone.  They also serve 
Essex, Northumberland, Richmond, Middlesex 
and Westmoreland counties with similar 
distributions. 
 

In addition to their food distributions, HHFB 
also helps educate people on healthy eating to 
include nutrition and eating for wellness to 
combat disease.  This program has seen an 
18% drop in particpants cholesterol. 
 

On Sunday, October 3rd, please consider 
bringing in canned goods or checks made 
payable to Healthy Harvest Food Bank.  
Morattico Baptist Church will be delivering the 
collections to HHFB the following week.  To 
learn more about Healthy Harvest Food Bank, 
go to their website:  www.hhfb.org. 
 

~information taken from the HHFB 
Annual Report 7/1/20 – 6/30/21 

Serving Our Community 
 

My name is Blair Smith and I am a freshman 
in college.  I have been involved with the 
Healthy Harvest Food Bank for two years. 
This is an organization that brings me the 
most joy.  
 

It started with our youth group.  We all met up 
and decided to give back to our community. 
Although the July sun can wear you out, there 
is not a better feeling than looking at the eight 
bins of corn you have picked for your 
community.  
 

It is interesting to know that our Healthy 
Harvest Food Bank gives fresh vegetables to 
other food banks in the cities that do not have 
access to fresh foods.  I am truly grateful for 
the opportunity to do something so beneficial 
and to see everyone come together for such an 
amazing purpose. I am looking forward to 
working with the Healthy Harvest Food Bank 
in the years to come! 
 



                                

               

Meet the member: 
(pictured above) 

Roxanne Mariah Fisher was born and 
raised in Lottsburg, along with her two 
sisters and a brother.  Her father was 
a bricklayer and mother a bus driver.   
 

After graduating from Northumberland 
High School in 1985 she attended 
photography classes at Rappahannock 
Community College.  Roxy’s first jobs 
were babysitting and cleaning houses as 
she was saving to buy her first car.  She 
also worked at Jett's Auto in Reedville for 
two years.  Her next job was at Barbour 
Printing where she worked for 17 years 
as a graphic artist and press person.  In 
May of 1991, Roxy married and in 1992 
moved to Kilmarnock.  She  opened 
Kilmarnock Lettering Company in 2004.  
 

Bethany Baptist Church was Roxy’s 
church from birth until around 2008.  In 
November of 2009 Roxy joined MBC.   
 

Her favorite sports are volleyball, cycling 
and hiking. Roxy loves reading (non-
fiction), traveling and painting. Currently 
she is the Treasurer of Morattico Baptist 
Church and also sings in the Choir.  
Morattico Baptist Church is fortunate to 
have Roxy as a member. 
 

 
 

Top 10 Most Needed  
Non-perishable Items: 

 

Peanut Butter (Creamy or Crunchy) 
Canned Tuna or Canned Chicken 

Boxed Meals (Hamburger Helper, etc.) 
Canned Fruit 

Canned Vegetables 
Mac-n-Cheese 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Canned or Dried Beans 

Hot & Cold Cereal 
Whole Grain Snacks 

 

Or Make A Monetary Donation! 
 

Sunday, October 3rd 
We will honor the Food Bank. 

Please bring in your contribution. 
Thank you!!! 

 
 

Join us on Sunday, October 10th 
For Pastor Appreciation Sunday! 

 
 

Help us show Richard just how much he 
is appreciated!!! 

 
Service at 10:00 am 

Picnic to follow 
Please bring a side dish 



 

 
 

Ken Bransford 
Nell and Lewis Brothers 

Charles Carlson 
Gail Dawson 

Eleanor Delano 
Wilson Evans 
Dan Ficklin 
Bill Fletcher 
John Gilbert 

Linwood Gresham 
Marbary and Virginia Harcum 

Amy James 
Holly Whaley King 

Kim Mann 
Michelle Metzler * 

James Newton 
Richard and Rosie Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Sandra Scripture 

William Scott Smith 
The family of David Stevens 

Fran Stout 
Patsy Sylvia 

Margaret Welch 
Lower King and Queen Baptist Church 
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7  Alayna Holcomb 
10  Debbie Dodson 
16  Innis Wood 
20  L A Fletcher 
20  Constance Fullerton 
29  Michelle Gordon 
30  Connie Dawson 
 

October 10, 1981 John and Pepper Mann 
October 30, 1993 Lewis and Mae Shelton 
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Isaiah 58:10 reads, “if you offer your food to 
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be like the 
noonday.”  We gain more from giving to 
those in need than we receive.  The old 
saying, “it is better to give than to receive” is 
true.  God blesses us in our generosity toward 
those less advantaged.   
 

James takes it one step further and challenges 
us, “If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go 
in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and 
yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that?  So faith by itself, if 
it has no works, is dead.”   We can make a 
difference in someone’s life by heeding the 
words of James and sharing our abundance 
with those who lack. 
 

On October 3rd, we will celebrate the good 
work of Healthy Harvest Food Bank and 
during the month of October we will collect 
food and donations for them.  It is my prayer 
that we can provide healthy, nourishing food 
to our neighbors and that in doing so, God 
will richly bless our efforts. 



 

What’s Your Story? 
 

Everyone has a story.  Mine started right here 
in the Northern Neck through a series of events 
following my uncle’s call to pastor Morattico 
Baptist Church in the late 1950’s.  You see, my 
parents met, fell in love and married because 
of that call and over a decade later I was born 
into a loving and close-knit family. My 
childhood was filled with the kind of joy many 
people never get to experience because I not 
only had loving parents, but also a loving 
uncle, The Rev. E. Nelson Lea or to me, simply 
Uncle Nelson.  I believe we are all inspired by 
different people at different times in our lives 
and sometimes that inspiration forms our path 
in life even if we never see it coming.  
 

I didn’t grasp the importance of Uncle 
Nelson’s influence in my life until about 5 
years ago when I accepted a position at the 
food bank.  As a pastor, I watched him take 
care of people his entire life and he loved the 
Northern Neck and its residents.  In his later 
years I had what I now know was the honor of 
taking care of him and we spent many days 
reminiscing about his time here and the people 
he cared about.  He loved hearing stories of my 
work as part of the food bank team.  He would 
nod his head and say, “Is that right? That is 
good”.  I am incredibly blessed to carry on his 
legacy.  The circumstances may have changed 
but the goal is still the same…I get to take care 
of  people through a vibrant and amazing 
organization in the place I call home.  
Everyone has a story…what’s yours? 
 

~ Cindy Balderson  
   Vice President  

Development Director 
Healthy Harvest Food Bank 

 

 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

 
 

Raking Fall Leaves is Hard… 
Flower Arranging is Easy 

 

Step 1:   
Check the church calendar on our church 
website http://moratticobaptistchurch.org for 
open dates. 
 

Step 2:   
Email Anita Hart at  
flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org with the 
dates for which you wish to provide flowers. 
 

Step 3:   
Order flowers from your favorite florist. 
Note: Britt’s Garden 580-4501 will deliver 
the flowers to the church. 

Done! 
Your support is greatly appreciated. Thank 

you!! The Flower Committee 
 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Boys ages 5 to 9 
Items we need include socks, tooth 
brushes, combs, wash cloths, hand 

towels, small games, flashlights, 
stocking hats and gloves 

 

Items that WE CANNOT SEND: 
Food, liquid, tooth paste, glass or anything 

that depicts warfare or guns 
 

Questions:  Linda Herring 580-1612 
DEADLINE:  Early November 



 
 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 

10 The rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return there without giving water to the 
earth. This makes plants grow on the earth, and gives seeds to the planter and bread to the 
eater.  11 So My Word which goes from My mouth will not return to Me empty. It will do what I 
want it to do, and will carry out My plan well.                                                 

Isaiah 55:10-11 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by YOU.  
We want your input.  If you have ideas, 
suggestions, family news, articles or photos, 
submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org or 
call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  The 
theme for the following month will be noted in 
each newsletter to give you time to prepare a 
submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

Theme for November: 
 

Our Church, The Building 

 
 

Weekly events: 
 

Sunday: 10 am     Sunday Service 
 

Thursday: 7 pm     Facebook Bible Study 
 
Special events/music: 
 

Oct. 3rd  Healthy Harvest Sunday 
  Music:  Humphreys Duo 
Oct. 10th Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
  Music:  MBC Trio 
Oct. 17th Music:  Debra Whaley 
Oct. 24th Music:  Jeems Love 
Oct. 31st Music:  Patricia Taylor 
Nov. 18th Business Meeting 
 
Calendar events: 
 
Oct. 11th Columbus Day 
Oct. 31st Reformation Sunday 


