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Giving with a generous heart is the call and
responsibility of the Christian. As we all
know, there are a great number of
organizations and charities that call on us to
support them financially. I receive
solicitations every day from worthy
organizations that plead for my financial
support, and I expect that you do too. Most of
us have organizations that we choose to
regularly support because they have a mission
and purpose that is aligned with what matters
to us.
This month, The Hill celebrates Special
Olympics. I became aware of this
organization’s work many years ago when
Chris Cammarata asked me to support Ryan
Cammarata in the annual fundraiser, the Polar
Plunge. The Cammaratas piled into their car
and drove to Virginia Beach in the dead of
winter and with hundreds of other brave souls,
plunged into the Atlantic Ocean. Our very
own Rich Pruett has participated in the
Special Olympics and has returned to church
with his medals proudly displayed around his
neck.
Continued on page 3

THE HISTORY OF SPECIAL
OLYMPICS
Soon after President John F. Kennedy took
office in 1961, his sister, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver, launched a crusade to change the way
the world treated -- or ignored – individuals
with intellectual disabilities. This program
gained credence as the Kennedys disclosed that
one of their own, Rosemary Kennedy, had such
a disability. Throughout the 1960s, Eunice
Shriver's commitment saw not only landmark
legislation dealing with mental disabilities and
disability rights but was also instrumental in
bringing the subject out of the darkness and
into the light of public acceptance.
The genesis of Special Olympics was a summer
day camp that Sargent and Eunice Shriver
started in the backyard of their Maryland home.
In July 1968, the world witnessed the first
International Special Olympics Games at
Soldier Field in Chicago. In December of that
year, the Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation
incorporated Special Olympics. Since then,
Special Olympics has grown to become the
largest program of its kind.

RICH PRUETT
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I am glad that I have had the opportunity to
take part in Special Olympics. I hope other
boys and girls will be given such an
opportunity. If you can do something to
make someone else feel good or special, I
think God would like that.

WHAT SPECIAL OLYMPICS MEANS
TO RICH PRUETT
I love Special Olympics. In June, we have a
graduation banquet. This is held in honor of
those who have graduated during the year. It is
always fun! Dancing is my favorite thing to do.
There is always a lot of good food and music
during the graduation banquet.
During the spring, we have field and track
events. We have shot put, softball throw,
standing long jump and 50-100 meter walk races.
I usually take part in the softball throw and 50
meter walk. When you are participating,
everyone is cheering for you. It is so exciting.
After the competition, you receive your 1st, 2nd or
3rd place medal. You are very proud of what you
have done. No matter where you place, you
know you have done your best and that is what
really matters.
During the summer, we have a Special Olympic
bowling team. Many people work hard for us to
have a good time. In the winter, we have
basketball, where we throw, dribble and pass the
ball.
A certain number of athletes are allowed to go to
the state competition. The state competition is so
much fun. I have been fortunate to attend states
(held at the University of Richmond) for many
years. There you are treated like royalty. At the
end of states, there is a big wonderful dance.
Continued to right

~ written as it was told by Rich Pruett
With the help of his mother, Rosie

Ken Bransford
Nell and Lewis Brothers
Charles Carlson
Family of Barry Dawson
Gail Dawson
Eleanor Delano
Wilson Evans
Dan Ficklin
Bill Fletcher
John Gilbert
Linwood Gresham
Marbary and Virginia Harcum
Amy James
The family of Rosie Jones
Holly Whaley King
Kim Mann
Michelle Metzler *
James Newton
Richard and Rosie Pruett
Jonell Robertson
Sandra Scripture
The family of Steve Shelton
William Scott Smith
David Stevens
Fran Stout
Patsy Sylvia
Margaret Welch
Lower King and Queen Baptist Church
Special Olympians

Please note when you add someone to our prayer
list, please provide their address so we may send
them a card.
* address needed
Prayer list contact
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817

WHAT SPECIAL OLYMPICS MEANS
TO THE SMITH HOUSEHOLD
For the last 15 years, Special Olympics has played
a very important part in our lives. I remember
anxiously counting down the days to Holly’s 9th
birthday because this was the official age that she
could sign up for Special Olympics. At that time
the only sport our local chapter of Special
Olympics offered was Track and Field. I wasn’t
sure how excited Holly would be about it but boy
was I wrong! That first year we participated in a
local track meet in Tappahannock and then
traveled to our first state games in Richmond,
where she jumped approximately three inches and
won a gold medal. That weekend in Richmond
was such a great time for our family. It is hard to
describe what it felt like to be surrounded by other
families and kids just like Holly. That whole
weekend she was smiling and I think standing a
little taller because she had met her tribe.
Over the years I have watched our area’s Special
Olympics grow from one sport to multiple
offerings. Holly has been fortunate enough to
participate in bowling, soccer, basketball, and yes
more track and field! I have coached soccer,
basketball, and even track and field, as well as
driven athletes to countless practices and state
events. My husband, Roger, has loaded and
unloaded equipment, helped me set up events, and
sat on countless bleachers and sidelines cheering
Holly and her team mates on. Holly’s sister,
Hannah, has tagged along to every event since she
was 11, supporting her sister. Special Olympics is
definitely a family affair in our house.
In addition to the sports we have hosted a Special
Olympics prom every year since 2013 (minus last
year and this year because of Covid restrictions)
and an annual Christmas party. Both of these
events are a ton of fun for both the athletes and
their families. In fact, the prom made such an
impact on our oldest daughter, Hannah, that while
attending JMU and serving as the philanthropy
Continued right

THE SMITHS
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chair for her sorority, she and her sisters
hosted the first Special Olympics prom in
Harrisonburg. It is a tradition that her
sorority continues today.
Special Olympics is so much more than an
organization to us. Because we are in such a
rural area our group is small and most of us
have been together for at least 15 years. We
have laughed together, cheered together,
sometimes cried together, and always have
leaned on each other for support. If I could
sum up what Special Olympics means to us,
I would say, family.
~Cammie Smith mother of
Special Olympian, Holly Smith
Kilmarnock
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The value of this organization goes far
beyond the events and sports. Special
Olympics develops leadership skills, team
building, comradery and inclusion, pride and
self-worth while enriching the lives of these
incredible athletes and their families. I am
excited that The Hill is dedicating this
edition to Special Olympics. If you aren’t
familiar with the organization and its work,
take the time to learn more about it. You
will be glad you did!

THE FLOWER BOX
If you wish to provide flowers for the sanctuary,
please refer to the church calendar
at http://moratticobaptistchurch.org to see which
dates are open. Then email Anita Hart
at flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org with the dates
for which you wish to provide flowers. Also, indicate a
dedication if you wish to have the dedication noted in
the church newsletter and Sunday bulletin.
Your support is appreciated. Thank you!!

ROMANS 5
3

We are glad for our troubles also. We know
that troubles help us learn not to give
up. 4 When we have learned not to give up, it
shows we have stood the test. When we have
stood the test, it gives us hope. 5 Hope never
makes us ashamed because the love of God
has come into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit Who was given to us.
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Charlotte Swaffin
Mary Fletcher
Franklin Parrish
Kendra Simpson
Ron Herring
Suzanne Souders
Frances Stout
Jane and Charlie Austin
Tiffany Pittman
Richard Pruitt
David Hudnall
Lincoln Saunders

September 7
September 10, 1966
September 10
September 28

Clay and Lisa Holcomb
Nell and Lewis Brothers
Charlie and Jane Austin
Suzanne and Joe Souders

Meet the member:
(pictured above)
Page Carlson was born and raised in
Goochland and attended St. Luke’s Nursing
School in Richmond for two years. Then Page
married and lived in Mathews for 35 years. She
has four wonderful children, Nina Page,
Robert, Gin and Len. They have blessed her
with seven wonderful grandchildren and three
great grandchildren who are very special to
“Gang.” After working in a doctor’s office in
Mathews for 30+ years Page retired.
Charles and Page were married on March 11,
1998 by the late Rev. Craig Smith only two
weeks after he became Pastor at MBC. Charles
and Page live almost across the road from
MBC. The farm was the home of Charles’
parents. Being a “brought here” by her
husband, “a born here,” Page was invited to
Morattico Baptist Church by her late sister-inlaw, Marie Carlson. Page says “now I feel like
Morattico Baptist Church has become a very
important part of my spiritual growth”. Page
has helped Charles with his used automobile
business and worked at Britt’s Garden. She
says “this was my fun job”. In October 2016,
Charles suffered a stroke and since that time
she has been caring for him.
The Morattico Baptist Church family has
become very special and supportive to Page,
especially since Charles had the stroke. Page
closed by saying “I am truly blessed by a God
loving church family”.

HEALTHY HARVEST
SUNDAY
“CANS OR CASH”
Sunday, October 3rd we will honor the
Healthy Harvest Food Bank. It will be our
opportunity to serve a worthy cause that
serves our community.
Please bring in canned food items or
monetary donations.
Checks may be made payable to:
Healthy Harvest Food Bank

MONTHLY PRIZES
There are two ways to earn a prize…
1. Email a theme or article ideas for the
newsletter to:
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org

2. Sign up to write an article for the newsletter
EVERYONE IS A WINNER!
You do not have to be a MBC member to
participate
August winner:
Beth Clegg

Scholarship Sunday 2021
Pictured left to right:
Jordan Abbott, Zoe Nonnemacker, Lily Reihs, Blake Smith, Emma Smith, Blair Smith
and Abby Sauders
Not pictured:
Ethan McManamey, Emily McManamey and Ryan Newton

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church
newsletter is owned and operated by YOU.
We want your input. If you have ideas,
suggestions, family news, articles or photos,
submit them to
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org or
call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441.
Each month the newsletter has a theme. The
theme for the following month will be noted
in each newsletter to give you time to prepare
a submission if you wish.

Deadline:
10 of each month
th

Theme for October:
Healthy Harvest Food Bank

Weekly events:
Sunday:

10 am

Sunday Service

Thursday:

7 pm

Facebook Bible Study

Special events/music:

How would you like to work for almost 18
months without a break? Not me!! Well that
is what our Pastor has done since his official
start date of March 1, 2020. Not to mention
his dedication to MBC prior to that. It is
with great pleasure that we give Richard a
well deserved Sunday off – September 19th.

Sept. 16th
Sept. 19th
Oct. 3rd
Oct. 10th

We are happy to report that our friends,
Alabaster Grace (Brad and Joanie Perry) will
be conducting our service that day.

Sept. 6th
Sept. 11th
Sept. 12th
Sept. 22nd

See you there!

Business meeting
Service by Alabaster Grace
Healthy Harvest Sunday
Pastor Appreciation Sunday

Calendar events:
Labor Day
Patriot Day
National Grandparents Day
First day of Autumn

Morattico Baptist Church
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor
924 Morattico Church Road
Post Office Box 228
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
phone: 804-577-3043
e-mail: pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org
website: moratticobaptistchurch.org
Facebook: The Morattico Baptist Church

