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MORATTICO BAPTIST CHURCH 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Most of you know that I grew up in 

Kilmarnock Baptist Church. In the late 

1960’s through the 1980’s when I left for 

college, most churches had fairly large youth 

groups.  Ours was tremendous at KBC and 

most of my closest friends were members 

there.  It was that experience that made my 

relationship with Christ the one constant in 

my life.  From the time that I was baptized, I 

have known that my Savior was with me, 

even when I abandoned Him and clung to the 

world around me. 
 

Youth ministry is at the top of the priority list 

for most churches.  It is critically important 

that we minister to our young people so that 

they may have the foundation of confidence 

that Christ offers.  I frequently ponder how I 

would have made it through my youth 

without knowing Christ.  But youth ministry 

is hard; it’s a commitment and a lot of work, 

but the rewards are far greater than the work. 

One of my ministry objectives has been and 

continues to be the creation of a vibrant 

youth program at Morattico Baptist  Church. 
 

                                      Continued on page 2 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

As we emerge from the back side of a year and a 

half of confinement, solitude and loneliness we 

long to get back to normal.  This longing for 

normalcy is not limited to adults.  Our youth 

have suffered more than most people realize.  

Think about it – kids are social by nature.  They 

have missed school, sports, parties, graduations 

and Sunday School, just to name a few.  Because 

of this, we have noticed a decline in youth 

present in church (both at indoor and outdoor 

services). 
 

Morattico Baptist Church is blessed to have had 

Beth Clegg step up and become Chairman of our 

Youth Committee.  Beth is young and full of 

great ideas and is a huge asset to the youth at 

MBC.  Her number one goal is to get youth back 

into the church. 
 

Once Sunday School is up and running, Beth is 

planning youth activities such as trips to 

Compass Entertainment Center, cookouts with 

outdoor movies, game nights and more. 

Please share this information with your kids, 

grandchildren, neighbors, etc and let’s rebuild 

the youth of Morattico Baptist Church.   

                                              



 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
                                                Continued from page 1 
 

Unfortunately, COVID intervened and we now 

have to start from the beginning.  As we exit 

this period of limited contact, I pray that we can 

reengage and build a youth ministry that 

engages and convicts young people to seek God 

and to follow Jesus.   
 

Remember the words of Jesus as He scolded the 

disciples for wanting the children to leave Him 

alone? “Even as you do unto the least of these, 

you do unto me.”  Youth ministry can change 

lives and I am excited when I consider the 

prospect of opening our church for youth events 

and to youth ministries.  I will forever be 

grateful to the men and women that made sure 

that I was aware of the amazing grace of Jesus 

Christ.   

 
 

ATTENTION KIDS: 
 

Would you like to see YOUR artwork 

printed on a t-shirt?  Well, now is 

your chance!! 
 

Morattico Baptist Church would like 

to make t-shirts for kids to wear at all 

youth events.  The shirts will be at no 

charge to the children.  Anyone who 

attends events will receive a shirt, 

regardless of membership. 
 

Start thinking about what you would 

want your shirt to look like, then 

draw it on a sheet of 8 ½” x 11” white 

paper using pen, pencil or marker, all 

in one color.  On the back of your 

drawing, lightly write your name in 

pencil.  Make sure not to fold or 

wrinkle your piece of paper.  Once 

complete, ask a grown up to get your 

entry to either Beth Clegg or Kathy 

Pittman.  The deadline is August 

31st. 
 

Entries will be judged in church on 

Sunday, September 5th.  The drawing 

that gets the most votes, will be 

printed on the youth t-shirt. 
 

 

 

Jordon Abbott   University of Lynchburg 

Emily McManamey Liberty University 

Ethan McManamey Virginia Tech 

Ryan Newton   Germana Comm. College 

Zoe Nonnemacker   Christopher Newport Univ 

Lilly Reihs    Wofford College 

Blair Smith    James Madison University 

Blake Smith    Virginia Tech 

Emma Smith   College of William & Mary 

Abby Souders   James Madison University 



                                                                                                                  

 
  
Meet the member: 

(pictured above) 
Born and raised in the Northern Neck, Beth 

Clegg was brought up in a family with strong 

Christian faith.  Beth began attending Morattico 

Baptist Church at the age of eleven with her 

mother, Lisa, and brother, Jay.  It wasn’t long 

after that she began assisting with the younger 

children during nursery.  Beth has always been 

willing to lend a helping hand for MBC 

functions, whether it be set up/clean up for 

luncheons, participating in and, at a later age, 

aiding in the coordination of Christmas 

programs, Easter Egg hunts, and much more.  

Beth currently chairs Morattico Baptist 

Church’s Youth Committee. 
 

After graduating from Northumberland High 

School in 2013, Beth went on to attend Virginia 

Wesleyan College where she graduated with her 

Bachelors of Science in Biology.  However, she 

has always had a love of cooking and baking, 

thanks to many days in the kitchen bonding 

with her late grandmother, and has since 

decided to pursue a career in the culinary arts.  

Beth will be completing a culinary program this 

fall through Rappahannock Community College 

and plans to continue her education by enrolling 

in their pastry program in the spring. 
 

Outside of Morattico Baptist Church, Beth 

enjoys doing anything outdoors when she is not 

practicing new recipes and culinary techniques.  

Being raised in a family of watermen, Beth has 

a strong desire to spend as much time as 

possible on the water, whether it be fishing, 

kayaking, or simply just taking in the scenery. 

 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
 

In July 2018, 5 adults and 12 teenagers packed 

up and headed to New Berlin, New York to 

attend our very first Reach Mission Trip. This 

was an entirely new experience for each of us, 

and we had no idea what to expect. During that 

week, we endured horrible heat, terrible food, 

and uncomfortable sleeping conditions (the 

floor of a high school to be exact). However, 

the work we were there to do made it all worth 

it. The feelings of accomplishment and joy we 

felt got us all hooked on youth ministry. Just 

knowing we were there to improve the lives of 

others in the name of God was such a powerful 

feeling.  
 

I clearly remember several of us sitting on the 

soccer field one night after evening worship. 

Someone sparked a conversation about how 

we have no opportunities to worship at school 

and how we should change that. We realized 

that attending a public school would make it a 

bit more challenging, but we were ready to face 

the challenge head-on.  
 

After returning home from the mission trip, 

we began researching.  It took several weeks, 

but we decided that beginning a Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes would be the best way for 

us to bring ministry into our school. 

Unfortunately, that was the easiest part of the 

process. Convincing the administration to 

allow this club was unfortunately difficult. 

They did not believe that we could attract a 

following, and they didn’t want the club to 

cost the school money. We also faced 

difficulty in finding a teacher sponsor who 

wasn’t already too busy to take on another 

responsibility. 
 

Eventually, things began falling into place. In 

February we finally got permission from the 

administration and a teacher who wanted to 

sponsor us. The only time available for us to 

meet was 6:30 AM as soon as the doors 

opened to the school.  

                                        Continued on page 5 



 
  

 
Ken Bransford 

Nell and Lewis Brothers 

Charles Carlson 

Wilson Evans 

Bill Fletcher 

John Gilbert 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 

Ron Herring 

Amy James 

Holly Whaley King 

Kim Mann 

Michelle Metzler * 

James Newton 

Richard and Rosie Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 

Sandra Scripture 

Steve Shelton 

William Scott Smith 

David Stevens 

Fran Stout 

Patsy Sylvia 

Margaret Welch 

Our Youth 
 

Please note when you add someone to our prayer 

list, please provide their address so we may send 

them a card. 

 * address needed 
 

Prayer list contact  

Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 
 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

Signing up to provide flowers for the Sanctuary just got 

easier. If you wish to provide flowers, please refer to the 

church calendar at http://moratticobaptistchurch.org to 

see which dates are open. Then email Anita Hart 

at flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org with the dates 

for which you wish to provide flowers. Also, indicate a 

dedication if you wish to have the dedication noted in 

the church newsletter and Sunday bulletin.  

 

Your support is appreciated. Thank you!! 
 

 

 
 

5  Karen Harcum 

14  Mae Shelton 

14  Marie Goode 

14  Marbary Harcum 

14  Carolyn Walker 

19  Landon Reihs 

20   Connie Hudnall 

20  Pete Stout 

21  Jo Ann and Richard Fickling 

23  Sylvia Saunders 

24  Charla Compton 

25  Angie Haynie 

26  Betty Christopher 

27  Rich Pruitt 

31  Callie Souders 

 

August 4, 1990 Kathy and Timmy Pittman 
 

August 11 Michael and Darlene 

Nonnemacker 
 

August 16, 1975 Ned and Marie Goode 
 

August 21 Jo Ann and Richard 

Fickling 
 

 

 

Plans are in the works to  

re-open Sunday School 
 

Stay tuned!! 



 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
                                              Continued from page 3 
 

We didn’t hold very many 6:30 AM meetings 

(for obvious reasons), but instead we began 

holding 15 minute meetings on Thursday 

afternoons. As we got more established and 

gained a larger following, we elected officers. 

We finished that year off strong with a well-

established FCA. At one point, we had over 25 

members! We had come a long way from the 9 

Lancaster kids who had attended the mission 

trip.  
 

We began the next year the same way, until 

COVID hit. It seemed like we couldn’t catch a 

break! We organized Zoom meetings and tried 

to put together fundraisers, but with the world 

on lockdown, it was nearly impossible. Now, 

all of our officers have graduated and the 

success of the club is in the hands of the 

underclassmen who had faith in us from the 

beginning. I can only hope that they have as 

much faith in FCA as we did! It is a great club 

that absolutely made an impact on our school. 

It absolutely changed me and all of the other 

members for the better. 

~Jordan Abbott 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 

newsletter is owned and operated by YOU.  

We want your input.  If you have ideas, 

suggestions, family news, articles or photos, 

submit them to 

newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org or 

call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 

 

Each month the newsletter has a theme.  The 

theme for the following month will be noted 

in each newsletter to give you time to prepare 

a submission if you wish. 

 

Deadline: 

10th of each month 
 

Theme for September: 
 

Special Olympics 

 
 

Weekly events: 
 

Sunday:   10 am    Sunday Service 

Thursday:  7 pm Facebook Bible Study 

 

Special music: 

August 15th  Alabaster Grace 

 

Special days: 

August 7th  Purple Heart Day 

September 16th Business Meeting 

MONTHLY PRIZES 
 

There are two ways to earn a prize… 
 

1. Email a theme or article ideas for the 

newsletter to:  
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

 

2. Sign up to write an article for the 

newsletter  
 

EVERYONE IS A WINNER! 
 

You do not have to be a MBC member to 

participate 
 

July Winner:   

Terri Groh 
 

 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 

924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 

e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 

Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 

Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it. 

Luke 18:17 

 
 

 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye 

lands. 

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his 

presence with singing. 

 

 

If you feel led to make a joyful noise 

and share your gifts 

please contact  

Stephanie Hudson 

(804) 761-5482  

Music adds such a special 

element to our worship services.  
  

Please don't hide your 

talents under a basket! 

 


