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Wedding season is always a wonderful time
in the lives of brides and grooms. I
remember very well the process of planning
our wedding. Jan’s father offered us a
“bribe” if we would elope and avoid the
cost of a wedding. I was all in. Jan was
not. We had a modest budget and Jan
adeptly managed to plan and have a
beautiful service. The extent of my
participation was to frequently and
enthusiastically exclaim, “Yes, I love that
idea!” You know the old saying, “lead,
follow or get out of the way,” and I was
perfectly capable and willing to get out of
the way of the wedding planning.
The night before our wedding, there was a
huge thunderstorm and torrential rains. Jan
told me that she didn’t sleep all night for
worrying about the rain. The weather was
spectacular on that March afternoon and our
wedding day was perfect.
For all of the angst that goes into planning a
wedding, they usually turn out perfectly
fine. All that really matters is that the bride
Continued on page 2

Wedding Story of Princess Elizabeth and
Philip Mountbatten
Princess Elizabeth met Prince Philip of Greece
and Denmark in 1934, at the wedding of
Philip's cousin Princess Marina of Greece and
Denmark to Prince George, Duke of Kent,
paternal uncle of Elizabeth. After another
meeting at the Royal Naval College in
Dartmouth in July 1939, Elizabeth—though
only 13 years old—fell in love with Philip and
they began to exchange letters. An entry
in Chips Channon's diary made reference to the
future marriage of Elizabeth and Philip as early
as 1941, "He is to be our Prince Consort, and
that is why he is serving in our Navy." The
couple became secretly engaged in 1946, when
Philip asked King George VI for his daughter's
hand in marriage.
Continued page 2
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is happy! It’s her day to be the center of
attention and to have those special and
meaningful moments that last a lifetime.
God did not create the institution of marriage,
but He ordained it when He created the union
between man and woman. Marriage was
elevated by Jesus when He performed His first
miracle at the wedding in Cana and in the
relationship between Christ and His church,
where Jesus refers to the church as the bride
and Himself as the bridegroom. Christ’s love
for His church sets the example of how to love
your spouse; unconditionally with a forgiving
heart.
So, if you are getting married this year or if you
are celebrating a golden anniversary, you have
received from God the gift of love and the
blessing of marriage. You are blessed!

Queen Elizabeth

continued from page 1

The King granted his request providing any
formal engagement was delayed until
Elizabeth's 21st birthday the following April.
Their engagement was officially announced on
9 July 1947. Philip proposed to Elizabeth with
a 3-carat round diamond ring consisting of "a
center stone flanked by 10 smaller pave
diamonds." The diamonds were taken from a
tiara that belonged to Philip's mother, Princess
Alice of Battenberg.
The King gave his formal consent to the
marriage in his British Privy Council, in
accordance with the Royal Marriages Act 1772.
They were wed at Westminster Abbey 11:30 on
20 November 1947. Princess Elizabeth became
the tenth member of the Royal Family to be
married at the Abbey.

Lewis and Nell Brothers
Lewis and I were married on September 10,
1966. On our wedding day, my dad and mom
drove me to our church. We turned onto
Woods Cross Road, a winding two lane (just
barely) rural road leading to Salem Methodist
Church where the wedding would take place.
All of a sudden, about a mile and a half from
the church, dad pulled off the road and
stopped. My mom asking “what is wrong?
Do we have a flat tire? Are we out of gas?”
My dad (as usual, very calm and quiet) gets
out of the car, he goes to the back of the car,
and opens the trunk. Mom still asking what is
wrong. Being a typical bride, I sit in the
backseat patting my hair, checking my veil
and smoothing my wedding gown. Dad
closes the trunk, gets back in the driver’s seat
and before mom can ask what is wrong for the
fifth time, he says “Grace, nothing is wrong, I
just wanted to check the field for dove.” Dad
and Lewis were planning another dove hunt
when we returned from our honeymoon. Dad
started the car and we went to the church
where dad escorted me down the isle at
exactly 4pm.
If there are any dove hunters reading this, you
will note that our wedding date was
September 10th, not September 3rd (first
Saturday in September) as Mom and I had
planned. Dad simply announced the night we
were discussing the date that dove season
opened on the 3rd and he and Lewis would be
hunting. A day in the life of a country girl!

Herring

Ron and Linda Herring
Ron and Linda Herring met on a blind date on
December 10, 1968.
Did we think it was love at first sight? We
were 18 and 19 - what did we know about
love?! It didn't take us long to realize how
much we felt we were being drawn together.
It seemed that everywhere we went, family
and friends joked with us about being made
for each other.
In March of 1969, as we sat talking, Ron told
me that he thought he was taking something
for granted. Misunderstanding him, I thought
he said something about being taken for
granted! With a rather tart voice I asked,
“about what?”. He quickly corrected me and
told me that he was assuming I would
eventually marry him and that maybe he
should make it more formal. He then said, if
you will marry me I will give you bubble
gum and treat you like a queen for the rest of
our lives!” I jokingly replied that I had to
think about it and in 3 seconds said YES but
also informed him that he had to ask my
daddy for my hand!
That weekend as we drove to White Stone (he
lived in Newport News and was in the
Newport News Shipbuilding Apprentice
School, and I lived in Hampton and worked
for a doctor) he was quite nervous! After my
Dad shared some stern words with him, he
said he would bless our marriage but only if
we waited at least one year. After all, we had
only been dating three months!
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We were married on March 14, 1970 (within
days of that one year requirement!). There were
many highlights of our wedding but the one that
I’ll never forget was learning that my soon to be
father-in-law didn’t try his tuxedo on until the
day of the wedding…..his pants were too small!
Apparently there was a mad dash to the local
seamstress!
Has every minute of every day of our fifty one
years been a Cinderella story? Nope! We've
had all of the ups and downs that every one of
you have experienced. Folks often ask, “what is
the secret to us having such a happy marriage”?
There is no secret!..... Except... don't let the
stew boil over! Don't let the biscuits get too
brown! In other words, after a cool down
period, talk about it. Everything won't be fine
all the time so talk about it.

THE FLOWER BOX
June 20th and 27th
Timmy and Kathy Pittman
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Walston, Jr.
Married June 19th

Signing up to provide flowers for the sanctuary
just got easier. If you wish to provide flowers,
please refer to the church calendar
at http://moratticobaptistchurch.org to see
which dates are open. Then email Anita Hart
at flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org with the
dates for which you want to provide flowers.
Also, indicate a dedication if you wish to have
the dedication noted in the church newsletter
and Sunday bulletin.
Your support is appreciated. Thank you!!

ABBOTT
Bud made it clear that there was no way that
Richard was going to leave that party without
giving that ring to me.

THE RING
Richard and Jan Abbott
Richard and I met when I was living in
Richmond and working at Signet Bank on
Parham and Broad. While working there, I
became friends with Karen Beagle who often
brought me to Kilmarnock on weekends. On
one of our weekend trips to Kilmarnock,
Karen introduced me to Richard, but I was
dating someone, so we didn’t immediately
connect! Eventually we went out to dinner
and as we talked, I began to think that he was
a pretty nice guy. We began dating and the
rest is history.
It’s our engagement that was something very
unique. It happened at a Super Bowl party
that Richard’s friend Joe Hudnall hosted.
Early on in our relationship Richard
introduced me to Joe’s parents, Bud and
Gayle Hudnall. If you knew Bud, you know
that he didn’t mince words and on this
particular evening, Bud had plenty to say to
Richard. He cornered Richard and told him
that he better ask me to marry him or else!!
All evening Bud badgered Richard about
proposing to me.
Late in the evening, Bud finally took matters
into his own hands, literally. He picked a
rock out of the driveway, took it to the
kitchen and got a zip tie and Gorilla glued
the rock to the zip tie. Bud made Richard an
engagement ring to give me that night.
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I knew nothing about the exchanges between
Bud and Richard, but I remember seeing
Richard walking toward me with a strange
look on his face. He knelt down on one knee
in front of dozens of people and proposed,
completely out of the blue! And then, he
handed me this handmade ring that Bud put
together. I thought he was joking, but he
wasn’t! Later that night, I offered him the
opportunity to get out of the proposal since I
then knew the circumstances behind it. I
didn’t want Richard to enter into our
engagement under duress. He told me that he
had been thinking about how to propose and
he didn’t want to change a thing. I knew that
moment, that I had the right man!
And yes, I did get a real ring later, but the
handmade ring that Bud made on that cold
January evening is one of my most cherished
treasures. It’s true that marriages are made in
heaven, but the engagement ring can be made
out of a rock and a twist tie!
Thank you, Bud!!

Meet the member:

Hope Allen *
Ken Bransford
Doug Brogden
Nell and Lewis Brothers
Bill Fletcher
Linwood Gresham
Marbary and Virginia Harcum
Amy James
Norma Kellum
Kim Mann
Michelle Metzler *
James Newton
Richard Pruett
Jonell Robertson
Sandra Scripture
Steve Shelton
Patsy Sylvia
Margaret Welch
Robert Wilkins
Fathers on Father’s Day

(pictured above)

In keeping with the wedding theme, Tiffany
Pittman will wed the love of her life, Johnny
Walston at Holyoke Farm in Lancaster on June
19th . Surrounded by family and friends and with
Richard Abbott officiating, they will say their
vows overlooking a peaceful pond and beautiful
fields. The couple will make their home in
Lancaster with Tiffany’s other love, Brody, her
golden retriever.
Tiffany is the daughter of Timmy and Kathy
Pittman. She joined Morattico Baptist Church on
Mother’s Day 2011. It was a surprise to her
mother that she and Craig Smith had planned
behind Kathy’s back. Needless to say, Kathy still
says that this was the best Mother’s Day ever!
Growing up, Tiffany knew she wanted to be an
educator. She was always playing “school”,
whether with her friends (where she always had to
be the teacher) or with her parents as captive
audience in the living room. Tiffany became an
elementary school teacher at Lancaster Primary
School before the ink was dry on her Old
Dominion University bachelors degree diploma.
She continued on to complete her Masters in
Administration from ODU while teaching full
time.
This year, Tiffany completes her 8th year of
teaching. She has been summer school principal
for three years and knew that administration was
where she eventually wanted to be. It is going to
be a busy summer for her because the day after
she returns from her honeymoon, she will begin a
new chapter of her career as Assistant Principal of
Lawson Marriott Elementary School in King and
Queen County.
New chapter in life, new chapter in career~
Morattico Baptist Church wishes you well and
will pray for success in all you do!

Please note when you add someone to our prayer list,
please provide their address so we may send them a
card.
We have marked the current list with * for those we
do not have addresses for.
If you can provide, please e-mail the church or call
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817

Weekly events:
Sunday:
10 am
Thursday: 7 pm

Sunday Service
Facebook Bible Study

Special events/music:
June 6
Alabaster Grace
June 13
Stephanie Hudson &
David Humphreys
June 20
Jeems Love
Others:
June 14th
June 20th
June 21st

Flag Day
Father’s Day
First day of summer

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church
newsletter is owned and operated by YOU.
We want your input. If you have ideas,
suggestions, family news, articles or photos,
submit them to
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441.
Each month the newsletter has a theme. The
theme for the following month will be noted
in each newsletter to give you time to
prepare a submission if you wish.

Deadline:
10 of each month

1
5
7
9
17
20
23
25
26
27
28

Paige Pittman
Ned Goode
Tom Groh
Susan Pittman
Zoe Nonnemacker
Charlie Austin
Jan Abbott
Anita Hart
Tom Saunders
Pepper Mann
Ray Britt

June 4
June 22

Rick and Kendra Simpson
Betty and Wayson Christopher

th

Theme for July:
Let’s take a walk

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
The HILL celebrates its first birthday
Established June 2020

WEDDING SYMBOL—This version
of the Chi Rho features two interlocking rings
on a cross. It symbolizes the partnership a
husband and wife make with God as they unite.
The Wedding Cross also symbolizes a couple’s
commitment to grow together in God’s grace
and love.

Morattico Baptist Church
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor
924 Morattico Church Road
Post Office Box 228
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
phone: 804-577-3043
e-mail: pastor@moratticobaptisthcurch.org
website: moratticobaptistchurch.org
Facebook: The Morattico Baptist Church

