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This edition of The Hill is dedicated to 
anniversaries.  Now, in full disclosure I must 
admit that I’m not the best observer of 
anniversary dates.  My lovely wife begins an 
annual ritual around February 25th that 
includes some subtle and some not-so-subtle 
reminders of our upcoming March 2nd 
wedding anniversary.  Birthday’s elude me as 
well.  I blame it on the insensitivity of men, 
but I have male friends that have an amazing 
capacity to remember important dates. 
 

March 2021 is pretty special, however.  Jan 
and I will celebrate our thirtieth wedding 
anniversary on March 2nd.  I offered my first 
message as your pastor on March 1st, which 
was the first Sunday of Lent.  The message 
was based on scripture from Genesis, Luke 
and Psalms and the title was “If not you, then 
who?”  The question turned out to be 
prophetic.  With the onslaught of a pandemic, 
our little church made the decision to be the 
“who.”  We were forced to close on March 
15th, but with great haste and God’s help, 
                                   Continued on page 3 

Anniversary 
 The date on which an event took place or an 

institution was founded in a previous year, and 
may also refer to the commemoration or 

celebration of that event. For example, the first 
event is the initial occurrence or, if planned, the 
inaugural of the event. One year later would be 

the first anniversary of that event. The word was 
first used for Catholic feasts to 

commemorate saints. 
 

 
March 1, 2021 marks the one year anniversary of 
Richard’s ordination as pastor of Morattico 
Baptist Church and oh what a year it has been!!  
The last year has been filled with unprecedented 
events.  Richard has met these challenges head 
on and with the love and support of the Deacons, 
congregation and friends, Morattico Baptist 
Church has thrived, despite adversity! 
 
Happy Anniversary Richard from all of us at 
Morattico Baptist Church!  We look forward to 
many more!! 

 



 

Fact About March 
 

The word “March” comes from the Roman, 
‘Martius’.  The Anglo-Saxons called the month 
Hlyd month which means ‘stormy’ month or 
Hraed month which means ‘rugged’ month.  
This was originally the first month of the 
Roman calendar and was name after Mars, the 
god of war.  We changed to the ‘New Style’ or 
‘Gregorian’ calendar in 1752 and it is only 
since that the new year begins on January 1st.  
 

Gemstone:  Bloodstone 
 

Flower:  Jonquil 
 

March 14, 1833 Lucy Hobbs was born;  first 
female dentist 

 

March 3, 1847 Alexander Graham Bell was 
born 

 

March 3, 1876 Alexander Graham Bell 
patented the telephone 

 

March 12, 1912 Girl Scouts of America 
founded 

 

March 11, 1918 Spanish Flu reached the 
United States 

 

March 9, 1959 Barbie made her debut 
 

March 1, 1961 President John F. Kennedy 
established the Peace Corp 

 

March 10, 1964 First Ford Mustang 
manufactured 

 
   
As March 12th  rolls around, we are reminded 
that this is yet another one year anniversary – 
it was on this day in 2020 that the Governor 
of Virginia declared a State of Emergency 
due to the Coronovirus pandemic.   
 
Sadly our doors were closed on March 15th 
and schools on March 16th.  But not to be 
held back by this, the determination of our 
congregation to worship on Sundays, pulled 
through.  With a little creativity by Ronald 
Hudson, Richard Abbott and several others, 
on Sunday, March 29th we held our first 
outdoor service.  Little did we know how 
well this would be received.  Our parking lot 
was full most Sundays.  We made a lot of 
new friends, rekindled some old relationships 
and was honored to host the community as 
one of the only places to worship in person 
during this difficult time.  The Lord blessed 
us all summer with a delightful breeze on the 
hill.  Stephanie Hudson organized the music 
and we have had so many talented singers 
and instrumentalists.   
 
Thank you to all who were involved, both 
large and small, in the success of our outdoor 
worship services! 

 

 

THE CHURCH HAS NEW  
EMAIL ADDRESSES 

 

pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 

flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
treasurer@moratticobaptistchurch.org 

Please update your address books! 



 
1  Lewis Shelton 
5  Gavin Simpson 
13  Terri Groh 
16  Logan Nonnemacker 
17  Rick Simpson 
26    Esther Glover 
28  Wayson Christopher 
31  Holly Saunders 
 

March 2, 1991       Richard and Jan Abbott 
 

March 11, 1998 Page and Charles Carlson   
(first marriage performed at MBC by Craig Smith) 
 

 March 14, 1970      Ron and Linda Herring 
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we moved our services outside and never 
looked back. Morattico Baptist shouted from 
the hill, “it will be us, we will be the voice!” 
 

During our 243 years, Morattico Baptist 
Church has achieved many historic 
milestones and I would like to think that the 
congregations of tomorrow will look back at 
this period and consider it brave and historic.  
You supported an outdoor ministry that went 
from the side yard, to a flatbed trailer and 
then under the oak trees. Singers and 
musicians came to us and gave their talents 
to our growing attendance.  My notes reflect 
thirty people for our first outdoor service and 
on one Sunday we had over eighty in 
attendance.  Generous donors gave us sound 
equipment and our attendees were generous 
with weekly contributions.  God reigned 
supreme during the Summer of 2020 and 
Morattico Baptist shined from the hill as an 
example of God’s grace.   
 

This month, as I celebrate thirty years of 
marriage with the most amazing woman I 
know, I will also celebrate my first 
anniversary as your pastor.  I don’t have the 
words to adequately express my love and 
gratitude for this opportunity and for each of 
you who have supported me from the very 
beginning.  I can say this, however, each and 
every day I thank God for you and this 
church.  Together, we have made history.  We 
have beaten back the dark powers that would 
have had us close and succumb to fear.  We, 
like generations past during uncertain times, 
looked in the direction of Almighty God and 
placed our trust and faith in His mighty arms. 
We all watched as God embraced us and 
allowed the message of Jesus Christ to be 
shared without interruption for eleven 
months.  We learned many lessons about 
outdoor services, summer heat, bugs and 
even a snake.                              Continued 
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But the greatest lesson we learned is that God 
is good, all the time. 
 Thank you for your love and support 
and may God richly bless you and Morattico 
Baptist Church in the coming year! To God be 
the glory, great things He has done.   And 
Happy Anniversary, Jan!! 
 

March 5         World Day of Prayer 

 
 

March 14    Daylight savings time begins 

 
 

March 17                St. Patrick’s Day 

 
 

March 20                 First day of Spring 

 
 

March 28                         Palm Sunday 

 



                       
  

Meet the members:             (pictured above) 

My sister and I were born and raised in rural New 
York State, enjoying outdoor activities and learning a 
myriad benefits of having a “gentleman’s farm”. We 
studied piano at the urging of our parents and learned 
continental and international cuisine from our Mother.  
Dad taught us to shoot, fish and appreciate the joys of 
self-reliance. 
 

I moved here with my husband, Del Oldham, 
following his retirement from the government in 1995.  
We purchased “Upper Apple Grove Farm” and built 
our home on the site of the original homestead.  I 
spent a year working with the builders and landscapers 
and enjoyed every minute of it.  Del passed away 
suddenly in 2003 and I spent the next several years 
taking care of Apple Grove Farm.    
 

That same spring Margaret Welch invited me to the 
Easter service of Morattico Baptist Church.  Actually, 
she just plain told me that I was going to go to church 
with her!  And, I‘ve been a faithful attendee ever 
since.   
 

I graduated from Bethany College in West Virginia in 
1964 with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education 
and a minor in French and psychology.  From 1969 to 
1980 I was an elementary school teacher in the 
Virginia Beach Public Schools.  I worked as the 
Secretary/Security Officer for the East Coast Office of 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Tysons Corner, VA from 
1987-1994.  The field of education taught me patience, 
creativity and ingenuity and working at JPL opened a 
broad window on space and science and an 
appreciation for how quickly fiction becomes fact. 
 

I joined the Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club in 
2006 where I had a comfortable place to shoot.  
Charlie was an officer and I soon joined the ranks as 
an officer. We were married in 2011.    We enjoy 
shooting, fishing, and outdoor activities.  It took a bit 
of coercion, but I have finally gotten him to 
occasionally go to Morattico Church with me!   
 

CALENDAR: 
Sunday Service * at 10:00 a.m. 
Facebook Live Bible Study * on 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
*Subject to change 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP 
RESUMES 

 
In person worship resumed on February 

21st.  With reopening, we continue to limit 
our services to special music and message.  
We will continue to require distancing and 

masks during our time in the sanctuary.  
Services will remain at 10 am until further 

notice.  Join us in person if you are 
comfortable doing so.  If not, we will also 

remain on Facebook Live. 

 
 

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY IS 
GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL 

OR COLLEGE THIS YEAR PLEASE 
EMAIL THE STUDENTS NAME AND 

EMAIL ADDRESS TO 

 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 

 
Please get information in by March 31st  



 
 
 
 

 

The Hill, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you 
have ideas, suggestions, comments, 
articles or photos, submit them to: 

newsletter@moratticobaptistchur
ch.org 

or  
call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-

2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter will have 

a theme.  The theme for the 
following month will be noted in 

each newsletter to give you time to 
prepare a submission if you wish. 

 

DEADLINE: 
10TH OF EACH MONTH 

 

Theme for April: 
In The Garden 

 

Northern Neck Free Health Clinic 
 

Morattico Baptist continues to build its relationship with 
the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic by agreeing to 
provide additional meals during the spring and summer of 
2021.  In years past, we have provided meals on two 
evenings during the year, but as the pandemic has 
impacted so many, so it has impacted the Clinic.  In 
response, we have agreed to provide two evening meals in 
April and we will provide meals each Tuesday in June. 
(see below)  We provide dinner for fifteen people each 
time, so the outreach opportunity is tremendous. 
 

If you would like to prepare a side dish or dessert for any 
of our dates, please let Richard know by phone or email.  
The church will provide the main dish, however, if you 
would like to fund a meal, your contribution will be gladly 
accepted.  Contact Richard at 804.577.3043 or 
pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org if you wish to 
participate in this local mission opportunity. 
 

April 1 and 29, June 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 

First Day of Spring 
Vernal Equinox 

 
The vernal equinox takes place 
this year on March 20th.  It 
signals the start of spring in the 
Northern Hemisphere. During 
the vernal or spring equinox, the 
amount of daylight and darkness 
is nearly the same in length. 
(The word equinox comes from 
the Latin “aequus,” meaning 
equal, and “nox,” meaning 
night.) 
 

 
Hope Allen * 
Doug Brogden 

Nell and Lewis Brothers 
Bill Fletcher 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Amy James 
Kim Mann 

Michelle Metzler * 
James Newton 
Richard Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Sandra Scripture 

Steve Shelton 
Patsy Sylvia 

Margaret Welch 
Caregivers 

COVID patients 
The United States of America and her leadership 

 

Please note when you add someone to our prayer list, please provide their 
address so we may send them a card. 

We have marked the current list with * for those we do not have addresses 
for.   

If you can provide, please e-mail the church or call Mae Shelton at 804-
366-3817 

 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 

924 Morattico Church Road  -  Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org 

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

A Wake-Up Call  
in the Midst of Chaos 

 

On January 21, 2020, the world as we know 
it quickly turned upside down.  The day the 
CDC confirmed the first case of Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in the United States. The words 
shutdown, quarantine and new normal 
quickly became prevalent in every 
conversation on any given day. Communities 
across the country began to shut down, 
dividing businesses by essential or non-
essential. A global pandemic. Covid-19. 
Days turned into weeks.   
 

Some of us adapted to working from home 
while also teaching our children. Those 
deemed essential adjusted operating 
procedures and implemented safety measures 
to continue providing necessary services. 
Many struggling to keep up with increased 
demand. Food banks experienced a major 
influx of clients due to the loss of income 
and jobs during the crisis. Adapting each day 
to meet the need.  
 

The entire country has been gripped in a 
rapidly evolving situation but when we rise, 
and we WILL rise, we should not want to 
return to the normal we left behind. That 
normal was fueled by greed, hate, inequality 
and a vast disconnect. 
 

Don’t we owe it to ourselves and our fellow 
men, women, and children to look at this 
crisis as an opportunity for a new beginning? 
A beginning where the world comes together.   
 

Isn’t it time we rise above and come out of this 
stronger? United in a way that can and should be 
described as a NEW normal. A place where we 
take better care of ourselves, our neighbors, 
family, and friends. A place where the elderly are 
cared for in the way they deserve. A place where 
we treat our planet with the respect it has earned 
so that future generations can thrive. Just 
imagine what that new normal has the potential 
to be.  
 

Suppose we move forward with a heightened 
perception of everything this world has to offer. 
What if we look at the world around us through 
the eyes of a child? The simplicity of small joys 
that make up each day. The amazement of 
catching your first fish and the curiosity and awe 
of feeling its scales for the very first time. The 
feel of dirt in your hands and grass under your 
bare feet or the joy of splashing in a mud puddle 
after a spring rain. The sheer wonder of watching 
waves roll onto the shore as you stand in the 
warm sand. Imagine seeing the world through the 
eyes of a child. To be inspired by their innocence 
and reaction to the little things. To see the joy in 
their eyes at the beauty of a world we as adults 
often take for granted. 
 

We could learn so much about kindness, 
compassion, and gratitude for everything around 
us. This is an unparalleled time for new 
beginnings… so…what if we aspire to see the 
world through the eyes of a child? 
 

Cindy Balderson 
Vice President & Development Director of 
Healthy Harvest Good Bank 
 


