
 
  

 
THEME:   Church History Month 

 

 

CHURCH HISTORY MONTH 

THE HILL 
 

 As Richard mentioned, January is Morattico 
Baptist Church History Month.  We dedicate this 
newsletter to her.   
 

The following article (pages three through 
seven) are designed to be removed from the 
newsletter and saved in your scrapbook, notebook, 
album or Bible. 
 

In the future, you will receive, as Paul Harvey 
would say, “the rest of the story”.  The idea is that 
you keep adding as we provide to you the 
information and in due time, you will have the 
complete story.  Happy reading! 
 

 
MORATTICO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

This month, on January 17, 2021, 
Morattico Baptist Church will celebrate 
her 243rd birthday.  We will celebrate our 
church in different ways all month.  We 
have dedicated “The Hill” to her early 
days and this month we have provided 
you with a brief history of her first one 
hundred years.  The fact that Morattico 
Baptist Church survived those first 
decades is nothing short of a miracle.  
 
Born in the midst of the Revolutionary 
War and a time of feast and famine in 
the Northern Neck, a small band of 
brave dissenters brought the Baptist 
denomination to the Northern Neck.  
The history that we have prepared has 
utilized many sources, including the 
writings of Addison Hall, Jeremiah Jeter, 
the story of Robert Carter III, the early 
recorded minutes of Morattico Baptist 
Church and locally written accounts.  
 

Pastor’s Corner                            continued 
 

Morattico Baptist Church is a special place, 
not only because of her wonderful history, 
but also because of you.  For 243 years, the 
loyal membership of Morattico has sustained 
her through good times and bad.  It is my 
honor to be your pastor and the pastor of this 
historic church.  I hope you enjoy reading 
about the early years of Morattico Baptist 
Church.   
May God bless you in this New Year!  
 



  

 
 

We have had multiple requests for larger 
font.  This month we have increased the 

size for easier reading.  I hope this makes 
for more enjoyable reading!  Thank you for 

your input!  

 
 

Richard Abbott, Pastor 
Hope Allen * 
Doug Brogden 

Nell and Lewis Brothers 
Hazel Farmer 
Bill Fletcher 

Marbary Harcum 
Amy James 
Kim Mann 

Michelle Metzler * 
James Newton 
Beau Perona * 
Richard Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Sandra Scripture 

Steve Shelton 
Patsy Sylvia 

Margaret Welch 
Caregivers 

COVID patients 
 

 

Please note when you add someone to our prayer list, please 
provide their address so we may send them a card. 

We have marked the current list with * for those we do not 
have addresses for.   

If you can provide, please e-mail the church or call Mae 
Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

 
 

NOTICE 
In an effort to protect our 

congregation from Covid, we 
will offer Sunday worship 

services via Facebook Live only.   
In person services are 

suspended until further notice.   
Tune in to Facebook Live at 10 
am Sunday morning for music 

and message. 
 

If you wish to continue making 
your tithes and offering, you may 

mail your check to 
MBC 

P O Box 228 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

OR 
Use the “DONATE” button at 

www.moratticobapistchurch.org 
 

 



THE FIRST 100 YEARS 
 

To start a new church in any community 
requires a clear understanding of the unmet 
Christian needs in that community.  It also 
requires a strong group of dedicated Christians to 
articulate the vision and mission of the new 
church and to complete many tasks from forming 
the first members to acquiring a space to meet.  
Communication and coordination are two key 
components in the process of successfully starting 
a church.  With email and texting, social media, 
web presence and online meetings, the process 
can be made a little easier and communication 
and coordination more efficient.  Still, it is 
estimated that twenty-five percent of new church 
starts will fail within the first five years. 
 Now imagine that you want to start a new 
church in rural Virginia; where there is no 
internet, no email, no cell phones.  
Communication is facilitated in one of two ways, 
face to face or by letter which will be delivered 
by courier on horseback.  Further imagine that 
you want to begin a church within a 
denomination that is not accepted as legitimate by 
the government and that you will be labeled as a 
“dissenter” and a “separatist” for leaving the 
“government approved” denomination.  Then 
round out the obstacles to successfully launching 
a new church, with the nation and county in 
which you live being in the midst of a war against 
an occupying nation. 
 This was the scene in which Morattico 
Baptist Church was born.  The formation of 
Morattico Baptist Church can be traced directly 
to a time in Virginia history when Baptists fought 
on two fronts.  Baptists fought against the British 
army in the Revolutionary War during that epic 
struggle to gain American freedom from the 
tyranny of the English crown.  Baptists also 
fought for religious freedom as they were 
regularly beaten, imprisoned and persecuted in all 
manners under the existing laws that restricted 
religious freedom. Strength and faithful 
commitment to God allowed the founding 
members of Morattico Baptist Church to endure 

the personal and financial warfare that was waged 
against them.    

Interestingly, the Northern Neck of 
Virginia was a lightning rod in the struggle for 
religious freedom.  In 1760, a preacher named 
David Thomas came to Stafford County and 
conducted meetings that drew tremendous 
crowds.  A short six years later in 1766 he led the 
organization of Chappawamsic Baptist Church in 
Stafford.  Many residents of Westmoreland 
County went to Stafford to worship in the Baptist 
denomination.  By 1770, preachers were regularly 
coming to the Northern Neck and awakening a 
great interest in the Baptist denomination.  
Among them were the great evangelists William 
McClannahan, brothers William and Daniel 
Fristoe, John Wyley, Nathaniel Wheedon and 
Theodoric Noel.  These great messengers led the 
way for the Baptist movement that would sweep 
through the lower Northern Neck. 
 In 1775, Lewis Lunsford came from 
Stafford County to Richmond County to preach, 
and there he was arrested and banned from 
preaching in the county for one year.  Lunsford’s 
acclaim was such that he was regularly asked to 
return to the Northern Neck to preach.  Lunsford 
was so well liked as a preacher that he was 
nicknamed, “The Wonderful Boy” because of his 
young age and preaching skill.  Lunsford was 
closely followed by Alexander Hunton who lived 
in a mansion on Lancaster Creek in Richmond 
County.  The name of his estate was Morattico 
Hall.  On January 17, 1778 in a meeting held at 
the home of Hunton, Morattico Baptist Church 
was born and Lewis Lunsford was called as the 
founding pastor. 
 Lunsford’s pastorship of Morattico Baptist 
Church began with an organizing membership of 
eighteen charter members.  Morattico Baptist 
Church, the first organized Baptist church in the 
Northern Neck, was born into a society that saw 
Baptists as dangerous radicals and hypocrites, 
three years before the British would surrender to 
General George Washington at Yorktown.   
 It was an uncertain beginning for a church 
that had obstacles in her path.  Nevertheless, in 



the coming year there were many church 
meetings with as many as seven hundred 
attendees.  Lunsford was attracting large crowds 
to his Gospel based messages of revival, and one 
of those was Robert Carter, the grandson of 
Robert “King” Carter.  On September 6, 1778, 
Robert Carter and his wife were baptized into 
membership at Morattico Baptist by Lunsford.   

The historical importance of this event has 
multiple layers.  First, Carter was at the time one 
of the wealthiest men in Virginia.  He had for 
fourteen years served on the Governor’s Council 
and had been a vestryman at Cople Parish.  Mrs. 
Carter was the daughter of Governor Tasker of 
Maryland.  Carter was an open-minded aristocrat 
who would later become famous and infamous 
for granting freedom to his slaves.  It is very 
likely that his slaves were members of Morattico 
Baptist Church and it was their connection to the 
church that enticed him to first hear Lunsford.  To 
have Carter join the membership of a fledgling 
group of separatist Baptists was an incalculable 
success for Morattico Baptist.  His action led to 
the defection of several landed planters in 
Westmoreland County to align with Morattico 
Church.  The success of Morattico Baptist so 
troubled the vestry at Cople Parish that they sent 
a letter of petition to the House of Delegates in 
October 1778 stating in part that they were 
concerned with efforts to “over throw the 
Established Church which would ultimately 
throw this State in particular into Commotion, 
and thereby prejudice the common cause of the 
war.” Incredibly, less than one year into its 
history, Morattico Baptist was considered a threat 
to the English crown! 

By 1785, Carter was struggling financially. 
His plantation, Nomony, was falling into disrepair 
and he was selling personal property and business 
interests to remain solvent.  And Morattico 
Baptist was becoming less meaningful to him as 
well.  His relationship with Lunsford was strained 
and his correspondence was overwhelmingly 
becoming a reflection of a spiritual crisis within 
himself.  Church minutes began to reflect 
numerous conflicts between Carter and the 

members of Morattico Baptist.  Carter left 
Morattico Baptist in 1788 and joined Yeocomico 
Church along with several slaves.  In spite of the 
unfortunate circumstances around Carter’s 
departure, the fact remains that he was a zealous 
supporter of freedom of religion and he relished 
in his role as a member of the religious outcasts 
of America. Carter left the Northern Neck for 
good in 1793. 

Lewis Lunsford died in 1793, having 
faithfully served Morattico Baptist for nearly 
fifteen years.  During his tenure, Morattico 
Baptist became the primary source of leadership 
in the religious community of the Northern Neck 
and Virginia.  Her growth had been incredible 
with a membership of 515 at the time of 
Lunsford’s passing.  Lunsford was known to be 
an extraordinary preacher of the Gospel, and 
exemplary leader who paid great attention to 
doctrinal and organizational matters. Lunsford 
was only forty years old when he died. 

Henry Toler was the successor to Lunsford.  
Toler was also an eloquent speaker and was the 
assistant pastor to Lunsford.  Although the church 
had begun by meeting at Morattico Hall, the 
success of Lunsford’s preaching had increased the 
rolls and caused meeting locations to change.  By 
the end of the first year there were sixty-six 
members and the congregation had begun to meet 
in differing homes or in the open.  The first 
meetinghouse was “near the village of 
Kilmarnock, adjacent to the line separating 
Lancaster and Northumberland Counties.”  In 
1780 Robert Carter offered his carpenters as labor 
to build the first meetinghouse and he provided 
the materials as well.  It was a two-story frame 
meetinghouse on the property where our current 
church now stands.  Nevertheless, members were 
residents of every county of the Northern Neck 
and so other worship sites were identified.  
Lunsford kept a frantic pace and was in large part 
the reason for the success.  In 1788 he recorded 
his schedule as follows: on first Sunday’s at Mrs. 
Browns Richmond County; on second Sunday’s 
at Stephen Hall’s Northumberland County; on 
third Sunday’s at Alexander Hunton’s; on fourth 



Sunday’s at William Saunders, all in addition to 
services at the Kilmarnock meetinghouse!  

As a result, Toler observed Lunsford’s 
work ethic and served the church successfully 
during his tenure.  Toler was the recipient of 
Robert Carter’s generosity, as Carter paid for his 
training at Dr. Jones’ School in Lower Dublin 
Pennsylvania for three years.  Toler left his mark 
on Virginia Baptist history as well by his 
petitioning the House of Delegates in 1785, in 
opposition to the Bill of General Assessment for 
Religion. This bill would create a tax on personal 
property for the purpose of funding seminaries 
and seminary students. Virginia Baptists were the 
only denomination to oppose this bill and Henry 
Toler was a vocal opponent.  Baptists did not, and 
still do not, want the influence of government in 
religion.   
 Toler and Lunsford were together asked by 
the Baptist General Association, in 1787, to be 
members of the committee that would gather and 
compile the materials for the official History of 
Baptists in Virginia.  The guide remains today as 
the quintessential reference for Virginia Baptist 
history.   
 During these frantic first years, Morattico 
Baptist grew with the United States.  The 
growing pains of a nation were felt by this church 
in rural Virginia.  Yet, by God’s grace and the 
dedication of exceptional pastors and lay people 
Morattico Baptist grew into one of the largest 
churches in Virginia and most likely the largest 
Baptist church in the world by 1843, with a 
membership of 948. 
 Following Lunsford and Toler, the roster of 
pastors during the years of 1799-1880 included 
powerful and influential Baptists.  Jacob Creath 
pastored from 1799-1803; Samuel Straughn from 
1807-1821; Jeremiah Jeter from 1827-1835; 
Colonel Addison Hall and Dr. William Kirk from 
1836-1871; Wayland Dunaway from 1871-1880. 
This was the golden age of Baptists in Virginia.  
Statewide organizations were forming, there was 
growth in membership throughout the state, and 
Morattico Baptist was growing at a steady pace.   

 Jeremiah Jeter wrote in his memoirs about 
his first trip to the Northern Neck: “Few could 
remember Lunsford, but anecdotes of the 
sermons, sayings, and deeds of Straughan dwelt 
on almost every tongue. He must have possessed 
a rare power of impressing his hearers.”  He 
continued, “They were both extraordinary men 
for their times and their circumstances.”  “I drank 
in with delight the stories of their labors and 
achievements, and deemed it an honor to preach 
in the pulpits which they consecrated, and to the 
congregations that once sat under their 
enrapturing ministry.”  It is entirely possible that 
without the strength and conviction of the first 
pastors of Morattico Baptist Church, that she may 
have fallen victim to the division of war, or the 
abject poverty that gripped the Northern Neck or 
any one of dozens of issues and events of the 
Revolutionary War era.  But she did survive and 
following the untimely death of Samuel Straughn, 
whom Jeter admired so greatly, Jeter would be 
the next pastor of Morattico Baptist, after six 
years without a pastor. 
 Six years of pulpit vacancy had greatly 
reduced the membership due to deaths, transfers 
and inconsistent leadership. By the time Jeremiah 
Jeter ascended the steps to the pulpit of Morattico 
Baptist Church, she was a shell of her former self.  
To compound her problems, the Baltimore 
Methodist Conference had come to the Northern 
Neck and managed to convert a large portion of 
Baptists to the Methodist denomination. 
 Jeter, nevertheless, became successful in 
rebuilding both Morattico and Wicomico which 
was added to his charge after their newly called 
pastor, Eli Patterson died suddenly.  A number of 
timely events provided Jeter with a strong 
platform from which to rebuild Morattico Baptist.  
First, Jeter seized upon the temperance movement 
and began a Temperance Society.  These meetings 
elevated Jeter and Morattico in the greater 
community. Secondly, Addison Hall was licensed 
to preach and Jeter aptly enlisted Hall in service 
to Morattico Baptist.  Hall was a well-respected 
business man, state legislator and lawyer who 
was well known up and down the Northern Neck.  



Thirdly, Camp Meetings were gaining favor 
again, and all around the Northern Neck these 
meetings were being met with great attendance 
and success.  After a somewhat acrimonious 
discussion with the leadership of Morattico, Jeter 
was given permission to hold a Camp Meeting.  
In spite of torrential rains, the meeting proceeded 
with much success.  Forty-five were converted 
including Henrietta Hall, daughter of Addison 
Hall.  Interestingly, Addison Hall had been one of 
the opponents of Morattico Baptist holding a 
camp meeting!  Lastly, the wave of Methodist 
influence had been brought about by circuit 
riding preachers.  Jeter attributes much of his 
success to camp meetings, but he mostly 
attributed his living on the Northern Neck and 
being a friend and fixture to the community as the 
reason for his great success.  During his nine-year 
tenure at Morattico Baptist, Jeter baptized over 
one thousand people, half being white and half 
being of color. 
 During 1833, Morattico became embroiled 
in a disagreement with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in White Stone over an agreement that 
allowed Morattico to use the facility for worship 
services.  To end the dispute, Morattico Baptist 
voted to build a meetinghouse in White Stone 
which was called the Salem Meetinghouse.  The 
deed description of the site of the Salem 
Meetinghouse places it generally in the vicinity 
of Route 3 and Old Salem Road (near 
Connemara.)  By 1833, Morattico had 
membership of 387, the most since the Lunsford-
Toler era. Jeter resigned from Morattico Baptist 
Church in the fall of 1835 to answer the call to 
pastor the First Baptist Church in Richmond.  He 
was highly successful in his ministry. 
 Addison Hall was ordained by Jeter and a 
council of pastors from the area in August 1835.  
Jeter left the pulpit of Morattico Baptist that year 
and Addison Hall and William Kirk were called 
to the pastorate of Morattico Baptist.  Addison 
Hall grew up in Morattico Baptist Church.  His 
parents, John and Clarissa Hall were members of 
this new Baptist church and in October 1819 Hall 

was baptized in Indian Creek and entered into the 
service of Morattico Baptist Church.   
 Hall was a successful business man when 
he made the decision to study law and become a 
lawyer.  Once completed, Hall left his home in 
Merry Point and moved to Waverly Avenue in 
Kilmarnock where he opened a law practice in 
1827. He maintained a very successful law 
practice until 1834 when he was called into 
ministry.  Hall was ordained in 1835 along with 
William Kirk, also of Morattico Baptist, at a 
Camp Meeting.  Braxton Taylor wrote in 
“Virginia Baptist Ministers” in 1912, “In the 
Providence of God the two men ordained that 
August day were to labor together in unique and 
beautiful union and fellowship for thirty-six years 
in the churches of Lancaster and 
Northumberland, the Lord greatly blessing their 
labors.”  Hall was called to pastor Morattico 
Baptist Church on December 27, 1835.  When 
Hall and Kirk began their collaborative ministry, 
there were only two Baptist churches in Lancaster 
and Northumberland, Morattico and Wicomico 
churches.  Under their Godly leadership, these 
churches were revived and began to grow rapidly.  
On September 4, 1841, forty-nine members were 
dismissed from Morattico and Wicomico for the 
purpose of starting Lebanon Baptist.  Hall 
pastored at Morattico and Lebanon where he 
served until 1870. 
 In June of 1844, 180 members were 
dismissed from Wicomico Baptist Church for the 
purpose of starting Fairfields Baptist Church.  In 
three short years, pastors Addison Hall and 
William Kirk grew from two churches to four.   
 Addison Hall was the father of eighteen 
children.  Hall’s first daughter with his first wife, 
Susan Edmonds was Henrietta.  Henrietta and her 
siblings were raised in Morattico Baptist Church.  
Henrietta professed her faith at the first Camp 
Meeting that was conducted by Jeremiah Bell 
Jeter and she was baptized in Indian Creek in 
1831.  Henrietta Hall married a young seminarian 
named Jehu Lewis Shuck in September 1835 and 
a mere two weeks later they sailed as 
missionaries to Hong Kong.  Henrietta Hall 



Shuck was the first woman missionary to China 
and she was an ardent advocate of women and 
female children, who were terribly mistreated. 
The Shucks had four children and Henrietta’s 
health had consistently deteriorated since arriving 
in China.  She died in childbirth in 1844 at the 
age of twenty-seven.  She and her infant son were 
buried in Hong Kong.  Shuck wrote to Jeter, “It 
was, it is said, the largest funeral which has ever 
taken place in this colony, so widely was she 
loved and esteemed by all classes, high and low, 
foreign and native. 
 The question of slavery did not escape 
Morattico Baptist Church.  Approximately half of 
the membership of Morattico Baptist were slaves.  
Morattico, from her very beginning, was radical 
in the way she operated.  It was a church born out 
of rebellion against religious persecution. During 
slavery, members were listed by date of 
membership, black and white in order of 
membership date, not race.  Morattico was at the 
home of member of the Triennial Convention in 
Boston.  The view of slavery was vastly different 
between the northern and southern members of 
the Convention.  The southern churches began a 
move to withdraw from the Triennial Convention.  
A meeting was held in Augusta Georgia for the 
southern churches and Hall was one of thirty-one 
delegates.  His contributions to the assembly were 
significant.  Hall was appointed to the committee 
for preparation of the rules of order.  He also 
proposed a name for the organization, which was 
duly adopted, the name of this new Baptist 
organization would be the Southern Baptist 
Convention, a name which stands to this day. 
 In February 1855 the church unanimously 
voted to construct “a neat and comfortable brick 
meeting house.” There was considerable 
discussion about moving the location to a site 
closer to Kilmarnock. One year later, February 
1856, the decision was made to build on the 
existing site.  Addison Hall was instrumental in 
the timely completion of the building and it is 
noted in many places that his contribution in 
time, effort and his personal finances in the 
completion of our beautiful house of worship. 

The building was completed in 1856 and was 
dedicated in 1857.  The building remains very 
true to its original construction with only minor 
changes to its appearance. 
 Little is written about co-pastor William 
Kirk other than he moved to Lancaster County as 
a young 24-year-old physician.  His work was 
undoubtedly instrumental in the growth and 
success of Morattico Baptist during the thirty-
five-year tenure of these two soldiers of the Lord.  
Their preaching styles were very different, Kirk 
being effusive and energetic and Hall being 
thoughtful and serious.  It is clear that these two 
men were complimentary forces in the work of 
the Lord and in the great success of Morattico 
Baptist Church.  William Kirk presided over the 
funeral service of Addison Hall, speaking from 2 
Timothy 4: 7-8. “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth therefore there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day.” 
 During his tenure at Morattico Baptist 
Church, Addison Hall suffered the death of two 
wives and adultery by his third.  He lost eleven of 
his eighteen children to disease and poor health.  
His salary never exceeded $500 per year, and in 
lean times it was far less than that.  He suffered 
the vagrancies of the War of 1812 and the Civil 
War, both of which resulted in severely difficult 
times in Lancaster and Northumberland Counties. 
He died on April 2, 1871.  His son Robert said 
that “his death was hastened by his broken heart.”  
Yet, he never lost hope.  He is buried in the 
Morattico Baptist cemetery next to his three 
young sons, Clarence age 5, Manlius age 3 and 
Franklin age 7 all whom died of diphtheria in 
November 1863.  Hall’s inscription reads, “I 
know whom I have believed.”  
 

 



 

 
 

Meet the member: 
(pictured above) 

    Howard and Carolyn Whay were 
married at Morattico Baptist Church in 
1964.  The church has always been 
important to the Whay family.  Their 
children were also married in the church.  
They are the parents of Crystal and Jay 
and grandparents of Dustin, Ethan and 
Reagan.  Both of their children and 
grandson, Dustin, are members of 
Morattico Baptist. 
 
    Howard retired from Arcet (welding 
store) in Kilmarnock.  He didn’t have a 
lot of hobbies as he spent most of his time 
with his family.  Carolyn retired from Dr. 
Brooks Johnston’s office. She currently 
enjoys reading and working with her 
flowers.   
 
    Howard is buried at Morattico Baptist 
and when it is Carolyn’s time, she will be 
beside him on “The Hill”. 

 

 
 
 

 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  moratticobaptist@outlook.com 
website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 

Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 
 

CALENDAR: 
 
January 17th  MBC History Sunday 
 
Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. (VIRTUAL) 
Facebook Live Bible Study on Thursdays at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
*All plans are subject to change during Covid, please 
watch Facebook for updates 

 
 

3  Jarrett Platsis 
4  Dabne Hattersly 
4  Clay Holcomb 
25  Charles Carlson 
29    Ginny Barnes 

 
January 26, 1980 

Ronnie and Debbie Dodson 
 

         

 


