
 
  

                       

St. Valentine’s Day 

THE HILL 
 

 
Lupercalia was an ancient, possibly pre-
Roman pastoral annual festival, observed in 
the city of Rome from Feruary 13th to the 
15th, to avert evil spirits and purify the city, 
releasing health and fertility. 
 

Lupercalia survived the initial rise of 
Christianity but was outlawed—as it was 
deemed “un-Christian”–at the end of the 5th 
century, when Pope Gelasius declared February 
14 St. Valentine’s Day. It was not until much 
later, however, that the day became definitively 
associated with love. During the Middle Ages, it 
was commonly believed in France and England 
that February 14 was the beginning of birds’ 
mating season, which added to the idea that 
Valentine’s Day should be a day for romance. 
The English poet Geoffrey Chaucer was the first 
to record St. Valentine’s Day as a day of 
romantic celebration in his 1375 poem 
“Parliament of Foules,” writing, “For this was 
sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day.  When every foul 
cometh there to choose his mate.” 
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MORATTICO BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

There is, in the month of February, a focus on 
love of the “courtly” kind.  Roses and candy 
make their appearance as gifts of affection 
between lovers.  Husbands struggle mightily 
with finding an appropriate gift for the woman 
they love.  Wives wonder if their husbands 
will even remember Valentine’s Day!  For 
many, but not all, love is abundant on 
February 14th. 
 

The celebration of Valentine’s Day isn’t really 
a Christian experience since it isn’t on the 
Christian calendar, as is Easter or Christmas.  
But I would contend that any celebration of 
love is worthy of the effort we invest.  Yes, 
Valentine’s Day celebrates romantic love 
rather than the expression of love that God has 
for His creation, but if God had not created 
romantic love, then…….? 
 

God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden as companions, married in the sense that 
God placed them together with the purpose of 
loving each other and building a family. He 
created them man and woman in His own 
image and made them to be romantically 
attracted to each other.   



 

CALENDAR: 
 

Sunday service (currently online only) *  10:00 a.m. 
Facebook Live Bible Study * on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

*Subject to change 
 

We are monitoring the covid environment and will be mindful of our health and 
safety.  Watch the website, email and Facebook page for opening announcements.  
We miss you!! 

Pastor’s Corner           Continued from page 1 
 
The Biblical view of love is sacrificial, it is 
giving of oneself completely to another, and to 
God.  It is the unconditional love of a parent 
for a wayward child.  It is the heart-rending 
love of a child for an elderly parent.  It is the 
love of a dedicated husband or wife for their 
terminally ill spouse. Love is a state of mind, 
a daily commitment to another person, and an 
unconditional willingness to accept and be 
accepted.  Yes, this is love for your life’s 
companion, but it’s also the way we should 
love Almighty God,   unconditionally, fully 
invested and unwavering in our loyalty. 
 

Paul taught us how to give and receive love in 
1 Corinthians 13: 4-8, 13: “Love is patient and 
kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.  
Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  Love 
never ends; so faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.” 
 

Today is the perfect time to look at the people 
you love and reflect on the way you give love 
and the way you receive love.  Love is a gift 
from God that is directed squarely at us and is 
proven by the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Give love as if it is the only gift 
you have to share.  
 

Blessings and Peace! 
 

St. Valentine’s Day   cont’d from page 1 
 
Valentine greetings were popular as far 
back as the Middle Ages, though written 
Valentine’s didn’t begin to appear until 
after 1400. The oldest known valentine 
still in existence today was a poem 
written in 1415 by Charles, Duke of 
Orleans, to his wife while he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of 
London following his capture at 
the Battle of Agincourt. (The greeting is 
now part of the manuscript collection of 
the British Library in London, England.) 
Several years later, it is believed that 
King Henry V hired a writer named John 
Lydgate to compose a valentine note to 
Catherine of Valois. 

 
 

7  Brenda Gilbert 
7  Jo Ann Fickling 
8  Rachel Barnes 
8  Dixie Wood 
16  Logan Nonnemacker 
20  Joshua Abbott 
20  Linda Cornwell 
20  Richard Fickling 
22  Abby Souders 
 
February 28  Ray and Amy Britt 
 



 

LOVE 
 

Love, what is love?  There are two distinct 
categories of love, natural love and God’s love.  
Natural love being our human version and 
Godly love being the super-natural relationship 
that is available from our Heavenly Father.  
Under these categories of love, there are four 
kinds of love that exist from the Greek, or 
Greco-Christian era. 
 
Storge is familial love, like the love between a 
parent and child, that love we have for 
someone familiar to us. It is instinctual and 
simply shows up with the arrival of that person 
or family member. 
 

Philia is that bond of love between friends.  It 
is that strong connection that you have with 
someone that you know well, but aren’t related.  
It is the bond of love between friends that lasts 
a lifetime.  Think Philadelphia, the city of 
brotherly love.  It’s an enduring love that 
connects people on a deep and meaningful 
plain. Philia is marked by our affection for 
another person. 
 

Eros is being “in love.”  It is the love that exists 
between two people who have a sexual 
attraction and a desire to be together on the 
deepest personal levels of relationship. Eros is 
romantic love.  
 

Agape is a sacrificial love, it is a selfless love 
that is defined by feelings of charity toward 
someone. It is the constant love that exists in 
good and bad times and it is a love that has no 
conditions attached to it.  It is selfless, 
generous, and virtuous and according to C.S. 
Lewis it is the greatest of the four loves. Agape 
is the love that God has for each of us, 
complete and given freely, never ending and 
unconditional.  Agape love and its variations 
are found throughout the New Testament.  
Agape love is the love that Jesus has for His 
Father and for his followers. 
 

So, there are three natural, or human based, 
types of love, storge, philia and eros; and 
then there is this almost supernatural love, 
agape.  When you consider the way in which 
God knitted us together and made so strong 
in us the need for love and human 
connection, it makes sense that there would 
be varying degrees of love on the human 
level.  Each form of love that we experience 
is exactly that, the experience of love and 
each one matters a great deal in our 
relationship with God.   
 

Knowing how to love is critical to our 
becoming immersed in relationship with God 
because the New Testament is about 
what?.....Love!  The New Testament is the 
new covenant or contract that God makes 
with His people and it has to do with agape 
love, that unexplainable and unconditional 
love that God freely lavishes on us, not 
because of who we are, but in spite of who 
we are.   

1 John 4: 7-12 
Love is used 13 times 1 John 4: 7-12 and is 
the definition of agape.  Verse 7 says, “….let 
us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.  You see, when you allow your 
heart to love, you are touching the face of 
God.  Agape love is a love that loves the 
unlovable.  Agape love is a love that we give 
to someone that we may consider 
undeserving.  It is the kind of love that leads 
us to give without expectation of appreciation 
or acknowledgement.   
 

We can seek and find eros love very easily.  
We have family love that warmly embraces 
us, so storge love is available too.  We have 
friends that love us and take good care of us 
and all of this is important to our well being, 
so we know philia love.   
 
                                             Continued on page 4 



                                  
 
  

Meet the members: 
(pictured above) 

The fairy tale romance of Ronald and 
Stephanie Hudson began when she was 
playing softball at the ballpark and a super 
cool “much older” Ronald drove by and rolled 
his window down and spoke.  Ronald played 
baseball for Stephanie’s father, Coach Kidd, at 
Lancaster High School and Stephanie 
volunteered to keep score for the boys until 
she was old enough to play on the high school 
softball team so she could see Ronald even 
though she was too young to officially date.   
 

Fast forward 35 years and they are still living 
the fairy tale in Weems with their beautiful cat, 
Nala.  They are blessed with two wonderful 
children.  Their daughter, Kimberly, and her 
husband, Michael and precious granddaughter, 
Maya are currently living in Broussard, LA.  
Their son, Ryan and his wife, Hailey have 
been married a little over a year and reside in 
Chester, VA.   
 

Ronald and Stephanie enjoy boating on 
Carter’s Creek and the Rappahannock River 
and especially enjoy sharing their time and 
talents at MBC.  Ronald retired 7 years ago 
after a long and fulfilling career in law 
enforcement and not ever being one to sit still, 
works daily for Organic Green Lawn Care.  
Stephanie has been the office manager for 
Middle Bay Realty for the last 15 years. 
 

LOVE               continued from page 3 

 
But when it comes to God, we have to work 
for it and we have to want to find the peace 
and joy that comes with loving our neighbors 
AND our enemies.  But it is worth it. 
 
Agape.  Love, unconditionally! 
 

 
On Ash Wednesday, as Lent 

begins,worshipers’ foreheads are 
often marked with ashes in the sign 
of the cross. The ashes traditionally 
come from burning palm branches 
from the previous Palm Sunday. In 
Old Testament days, ashes were a 
sign of mourning and repentance. 

Today, some worshipers wipe off the 
ashes before leaving church, to 

symbolize being cleansed from sin 
by Jesus’ death; others wear the 

ashes the rest of the day, carrying the 
cross of Christ into the world. The 

speaking of Genesis 3:19 often 
accompanies the placement of ashes: 
“You are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.” 

 



 
 

  

THE POWER OF LOVE 

God wants us to choose to love him freely, 
even when that choice involves pain, because 
we are committed to him, not to our own 
good feelings and rewards. He wants us to 
cleave to him, as Job did, even when we have 
every reason to deny him hotly. That, I 
believe, is the central message of Job. 

Satan had taunted God with the accusation 
that humans are not truly free. Was Job being 
faithful simply because God had allowed him 
a prosperous life? Job’s fiery trials proved the 
answer beyond doubt. Job clung to God’s 
justice when he was the best example in 
history of God’s apparent injustice. He did 
not seek the Giver because of his gifts; when 
all gifts were removed, he still sought the 
Giver.                                 --Philip Yancey 

CELEBRATING LOVE 

For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador was an 
exceptional example of marital love. Julio 
Cesar Mora Tapia, 110, and Waldramina 
Maclovia Quinteros Reyes, 104, were wed 
on February 7, 1941. Until Julio’s death 
last October, they were reportedly the 
world’s oldest married couple. Their large 
family includes nine great-great-
grandchildren! 

Good News Network recounts: “Julio 
Cesar fell in love with Waldramina’s 
beauty, her conversation, and her big 
heart.” Meanwhile, she found in him “a 
poet with a young spirit.” The couple says 
the formula for a lasting marriage is “love 
+ maturity + mutual respect,” as well as 
patience, compassion and hard work. 

That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read 
at weddings: “Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 
13:4-6, ESV). 

 
 

2nd    Groundhog Day 
14th   Valentine's Day 
15th  Presidents' Day 
17th  Ash Wednesday 



 
 
 
 
 

 

The Hill, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter. is owned and operated by YOU.  

We want your input.  If you have ideas, 
suggestions, comments, articles or photos, 

submit them to: 
moratticobaptist@outlook.com  

or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter will have a theme.  

The theme for the following month will be 
noted in each newsletter to give you time to 

prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

DEADLINE: 
10TH OF EACH MONTH 

 

Theme for March: 
 

Anniversaries 

If you wish to continue making your tithes and 
offering, you may mail your check to 

MBC, P O Box 228 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

OR 
Use the “DONATE” button at 

www.moratticobapistchurch.org 
 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  moratticobaptist@outlook.com 
website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 

Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 
 

 
Hope Allen * 
Duane Bishoff 
Doug Brogden 

Nell and Lewis Brothers 
Hazel Farmer 
Bill Fletcher 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Amy James 
Kim Mann 

Michelle Metzler * 
James Newton 
Richard Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Sandra Scripture 

Steve Shelton 
Patsy Sylvia 

Margaret Welch 
Caregivers 

COVID patients 
 

 

Please note when you add someone to our prayer list, 
please provide their address so we may send them a card. 

We have marked the current list with * for those we do not 
have addresses for.   

If you can provide, please e-mail the church or call Mae 
Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 


