MORATTICO BAPTIST CHURCH

THE HILL
PASTOR’S CORNER
The theme of the April newsletter is fittingly,
“In The Garden”. We all anxiously await the
warm weather of spring, the blooming of
daffodils and crocuses, and the longer days
which afford us time to work outside in our
flower beds and gardens. Spring offers us so
much to celebrate! There is warmer weather
and longer days, the explosion of color as the
earth is renewed and blooms, and the
resurrection of Jesus!
The resurrection of Jesus is a daily source of
celebration, but as we look to Easter Sunday
the beauty of spring seems to be magnified. I
immediately thought of one of the great
hymns, “In the Garden” when I saw the
theme for April. The hymn is based on John
chapter 20 verses 11-18, where Mary
Magdalene comes to the tomb and finds it
empty. As she weeps at the entrance, Jesus
speaks to her. “In the Garden” was written
by C. Austin Miles and is the first-person
story of Mary Magdalene as she comes to
terms with the death of Jesus and the joy that
comes from knowing that He lives!
Continued on page 5

Beyond the Easter Lily
During the season of spring, plants emerge from
their winter dormancy to grow and bear fruit; a
season of the awakening of nature abounding in
blooms and new growth. Easter heralds a season
of awakening for Christians with renewal and
new beginnings for our faith. Every flower
carries its own symbolism within its shape,
color, or blooming season. You probably already
know much about several of the flowers that are
closely associated with Easter. Others may be a
surprise to you.
Palm Palma
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowd
cheered him by waving palm branches.
Traditionally, the Jewish people gathering
during festival time at the Temple would erect
booths and temporary shelters using branches.
The branches were a ready substitute for flags
or flowers to wave during a procession.
Welcoming Jesus as their king and liberator
with palm branches would then have been
customary for the Jewish people in celebration
and hope of victory over Roman rule.
Continued on page 2

Beyond the Easter Lily

continued from page 1

Lilies Lilium
The white lily, sometimes called "white-robed
apostle of hope," is undoubtably the most
recognizable Easter flower. The pure white
color of this blossom has long symbolized the
spiritual purity, virtue, innocence, hope and
eternal life. Its beautiful trumpet shape makes
it the perfect herald for the fresh new season.
It has been told that lilies sprang from the
ground where drops of Jesus' tears and sweat
fell to the ground in Garden of Gethsemane
when he was praying. Another legend says
that lilies grew from Eve's tears of repentance
when she left the Garden of Eden.
Lenten Rose Helleborus
The Lenten rose blooms during the transition
time bridging late winter and early spring. The
season of blooming for this flower is a symbol
of the period of preparation, spiritual
contemplation, and rebirth leading to Easter.
The flowers are usually purple and pink and
symbolize the royalty of the King of Glory.
Since the Lenten rose, which is not a rose but
related to the buttercup, is an evergreen plant
that flowers in the winter it has also come to
symbolize the birth and life of Jesus.
Passion Flower Passiflora incarnata
The passion flower is one of the few Easter
plants with several symbols related
specifically to the Passion of Jesus. The ten
petals represent the 10 of the 12 apostles who
did not betray Jesus or deny him. The three
topmost stigmas recall the three nails that
impaled our Lord to the cross. The five
stamens that hold the anthers together signify
the five wounds. The anthers alone represent
the spong used to moisten Jesus’ lips. The 72
radial filaments are for the number of lashes
Jesus received throughout his passion. The red
stain on the corona at the base of the central
column is a reminder of the blood Jesus shed.
The duration of the bloom is three days: the
time elapsed before the resurrection.

Tulips Tulipa
White tulips speak of forgiveness, love, and
passion. The purple tulip represents faith and
royalty. These meanings associated with the
blooms and the early spring appearance of the
tulip are appropriate symbols of the Easter
season.
Azaleas Rhododendron
The showy blooms of azaleas represent
temperance or self-control. And the colors of
the flowers carry their own symbolism, with
white standing for purity, purple for royalty and
pink for joy.
Roses Rosa
The red color of the rose represents the blood
Jesus shed for the forgiveness of sins, while
white roses stand for purity and innocence. And
the five petals of single roses symbolize the
wounds Jesus suffered at the crucifixion.
Iris Iris
Irises express faith, wisdom and hope. The
deep purple hues symbolize royalty and
inheritances of nobility and wisdom. In
Christian tradition, the purple iris represents the
sufferings or the Passion of Christ.
Daffodil Narcissus.
The daffodil is an early-bloomer signaling the
imminence of spring, rebirth and the arrival of
new life.
Hyacinth Hyacinthus
The hyacinth symbolizes sincerity, constancy
and peace of mind. Colors of the bloom are
significant; a purple hyacinth expresses sorrow
and forgiveness; white tells someone you keep
them in your prayers; blue is for constancy and
sincerity; pink or red hyacinth indicates passion
and love; yellow symbolizes jealousy and
suspicion. At Easter, yellow hyacinths
represent those who were suspicious of the
messages of Jesus and jealous of his rising
influence.
Continued on page 3

IN THE GARDEN
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I come to the garden alone, while the dew is
still on the roses…sound familiar? Next to
“The Old Rugged Cross” this hymn has been
one of the most popular gospel hymns ever
written.

Chrysanthemum Chrysanthemum
The chrysanthemum is a symbol of friendship.
A chrysanthemum received as an Easter gift
says you are precious and are wished great
happiness. Our truest friend is Jesus who
embodied sacrificial love, wise counsel,
loyalty, and forgiveness.

In 1912 music publisher Dr. Adam Geibel
asked C. Austin Miles to write a hymn text
that would be “sympathetic in tone, breathing
tenderness in every line and one that would
bring hope to the hopeless, rest for the weary
and downy pillow to dying beds.”
Here is Miles account for writing this hymn:
One day in March, 1912, I was seated in the
dark room, where I kept my photographic
equipment and organ. I drew my Bible
toward me. I opened to my favorite chapter,
John 20 (whether by chance or inspiration).
As I read it that day, I seemed to be part of
the scene. I became a silent witness to that
dramatic moment in Mary’s life, when she
knelt before the Lord, and cried, “Rabboni!”
My hands were resting on the Bible while I
stared at the light blue wall. As the light
faded, I seemed to be standing at the entrance
of a garden, looking down a gently winding
path, shaded by olive branches. A woman in
white, with head bowed, hand clasping her
throat, as if to choke back her sobs, walked
slowly into the shadows. It was Mary. As
she came to the tomb, upon which she placed
her hand, she bent over to look in, and
hurried away.
John, in flowing robe, appeared, looking at
the tomb. Then came Peter, who entered the
tomb, followed slowly by John. As they
departed, Mary reappeared; leaning her head
upon her arm at the tomb, she wept. Turning
herself, she saw Jesus standing, so did I. I
knew it was He.
continued

All of these flowers hold their own symbolism
and meaning during the Easter season and the
fundamental tenets of Christianity. Celebrate
with one or many of these flowers with the
meaning(s) that speak to you and for you.
Keep the meaning of Easter throughout the
year. Happy Easter.
“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”
–Lady Bird Johnson
Anita Hart
The Flower Committee

IN THE GARDEN

continued

I awakened in full light, gripping the Bible,
with muscles tense and nerves vibrating.
Under the inspiration of this vision I wrote
as quickly as the words could be formed the
poem exactly as it has since appeared. That
same evening I wrote the music.
C. Austin Miles 1868 - 1946

In Memory of:

Given by:

Walter Abbott
Richard & Jan Abbott
Homer “Hap” Jones
Richard & Jan Abbott
Mary Robbins Simmons Richard & Jan Abbott
Asa and Helen Pittman
Timmy and Kathy Pittman
David Haynie
Timmy and Kathy Pittman
Fred Swaffin
Charlotte Swaffin
Eva Jones Fisher
Roxy Fisher
James Albert Fisher
Roxy Fisher
Ann Fisher
Roxy Fisher
Our parents
Page and Charles Carlson
Edward Gilbert
Brenda Gilbert
Our daughter,
Rhonda H. Barth
Ron and Linda Herring
Lois and Junior Hudson
and Bob Kidd
Ronald and Stephanie Hudson
All my loved ones who
have gone on
Ewell Harcum
Our parents
Jane and Charles Austin
Frank and Camille Pergola Peter and Christina Cammarata
Leonard and Helen Slavin Peter and Christina Cammarata
Lewis and Waddey Brothers,
Moses and Grace Thrift
Nell and Lewis Brothers

In Honor of:

Hope Allen *
Doug Brogden
Nell and Lewis Brothers
Bill Fletcher
Cherie Fowler
Marbary and Virginia Harcum
Amy James
Norma Kellum
Kim Mann
Michelle Metzler *
James Newton
Richard Pruett
Jonell Robertson
Sandra Scripture
Steve Shelton
Patsy Sylvia
Margaret Welch
Robert Wilkins
Caregivers
Please note when you add someone to our prayer
list, please provide their address so we may send
them a card.
We have marked the current list with * for those we
do not have addresses for.
If you can provide, please e-mail the church or call
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817

Given by:

Our mother, Page Carlson Her children, Nina Page, Robert,
Gin, Len and their families
Ray, Amy, Lily
and Landon
Terri Groh
Robb, Debbie, Kristy
and Adam
Terri Groh
Judy Kidd
Ron and Stephanie Hudson

Janet Smith is proud to report the birth of
a new grandchild, James Barrow Frere.
James was born on February 24th to
Thomas and Jessica Frere. His big sister,
Katherine, welcomed him at their home in
Hanover, VA.

CALLING ALL GRADS!!
Scholarship Applications Reminder
Morattico Baptist Church Scholarship
Committee is now accepting applications
for college scholarships. Applicants must
be a member or a child or grandchild of a
MBC member, planning to attend a
college or vocational school.

Please contact Charlotte Swaffin
at (804) 435-1901 or
cwswaffin@gmail.com to obtain
an application.
The deadline for submission is May
30th.

What “In The Garden” Means to Me
“I love the words of this hymn that I learned
as a child in Sunday School. They are
peaceful.”
~Ronald Hudson
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Ronald Hudson
Melinda Lewis
Eddie Dawson
Richard Abbott
Justin Hudnall
Matthew Grigsby
Lindy Jett
Jessica Barefoot
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I come to the garden alone, while the dew is
still on the roses; and the voice I hear falling
on my ear, the Son of God discloses.
He speaks and the sound of His voice, is so
sweet the birds hush their singing; and the
melody, that He gave to me; within my heart is
singing.
I’d stay in the garden with Him, tho’ the night
around me be falling, but He bids me go; thro’
the voice of woe, His voice to me is calling.
And He walks with me and He talks with me,
and He tells me I am His own, and the joy we
share as we tarry there, none other has ever
known.
Take time to look closely at God’s creation as it
awakens from winter slumber. Marvel in the
beauty that spring brings us, and as you stand
in awe of the beauty before you, consider the
beauty of the Risen Savior. Our resurrected
Christ, once beaten and bloodied by the cruelty
of man, raised from death in perfect beauty.
Every blooming flower, tree bud and plant is a
sign of the resurrection. Soak it in as often as
you can.
Blessings and happy spring!!

Tired of the cold, WET, grey winter?
Join us at MBC
On

Sunday, May 2nd
Let’s welcome spring with some good old bluegrass,
contemporary Christian and praise music, as well as
our Youth Choir, brought to you by our talented
group of musicians!

THE CHURCH HAS NEW
EMAIL ADDRESSES
pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org
flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org
treasurer@moratticobaptistchurch.org
Please update your address books!

SATURDAY, APRIL 10TH
Meet the members:
(pictured above)

We might be the third closest geographically
located members of Morattico Baptist Church,
only slightly edged out by Debbie and Page! We,
(the Barnes family) live on the family farm where
I (Ginny) grew up just over a mile from the
church. I attended services here with my family
as a young child, and was happy to return to my
early church home not long after we were married
in 2000. It was deeply special to us to attend for
years with my grandparents Melvin and Virginia
Pitman.
Just before Nathaniel arrived on the scene in 2008,
our church family threw us a baby shower, and
much to our delight, we received many handmade
and thoughtful gifts that we still treasure
today. Miss Rachel joined our little family in
2011, and has been making us all laugh for a
decade now.
We met as Hokies while I (Ginny) was in graduate
school and Brian had recently graduated from
Virginia Tech. After a year of mostly longdistance dating, I convinced him that the Northern
Neck was a lovely place to call home, and he
mostly still agrees, although he misses the surfing
of his native Florida and the cotton and peanut
fields of his teenage home in Suffolk.
Brian serves as the Director of Planning and Land
Use for Lancaster County, and Ginny is a Seed
Specialist for Coastal AgroBusiness, based in
Greenville NC. All four members of the family
enjoy working on the farm, raising market
elephant garlic, pork, and lamb. In our snippets of
free time, we love going out on the boat, reading,
cooking, and taking walks with our dogs.

Please start gathering up your gently used, in
good condition, items that you no longer
have a need for.
*no clothes please
Contact Debbie Dodson
At
804-436-4453
Proceeds to benefit the
Morattico Baptist Church Scholarship Fund
Rain date: April 17th

Weekly events:
Sunday:

10 am

Sunday Service

Thursday:

7 pm

Facebook Bible Study

Special events/music:
April 3rd
April 4th
April 10th
April 11th
April 18th
April 25th
May 2nd
May 20th

Easter Egg Hunt
Music by Robbie Spiers and
Stephanie Hudson
Yard Sale
Music by Debbie Dodson and
Ricky Balderson
Music by Alabaster Grace
Music by Jeems Love
Spring Fling Music
Business Meeting

March 28th

Palm Sunday
Celebrates Jesus’s triumphant
entry into Jerusalem

April 1st

Maunday Thursday
Commemorates the foot
washing and Last Supper of
Jesus Christ with the Apostles

April 2nd

Good Friday
Commemorates the crucifixion
of Jesus

April 3rd

Holy Saturday
Jesus’ body resting in the tomb

April 4th

Easter Sunday
Celebration of the resurrection
of Jesus from the dead and his
victory over sin and death

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church
newsletter is owned and operated by
YOU. We want your input. If you have
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or
photos, submit them to
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441.
Each month the newsletter has a theme.
The theme for the following month will be
noted in each newsletter to give you time
to prepare a submission if you wish.

Deadline:
10 of each month
th

Theme for May:
Graduation

“Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing,
yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.”
Luke 12:27

Morattico Baptist Church
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor
924 Morattico Church Road
Post Office Box 228
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
phone: 804-577-3043
e-mail: pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org
website: moratticobaptistchurch.org
Facebook: The Morattico Baptist Church

